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Republicans are fast becoming an endan-
gered species in New York’s Congressional
delegation.

Democrats are aiming for a Yankee grand
slam next week, hoping to pickup four more
Republican seats to turn the delegation a
deep-blue 27-2.

“When I first came to Congress there were
13 Republicans” in the delegation, said Rep.
Tom Reynolds (R-N.Y.), who is retiring af-
ter a decade in the House and whose seat is

in danger of falling into Democratic hands.
“There are now six and coming out we’re
likely somewhere between two to four.”

A blue tide has been washing over the state
for the past two election cycles. In 2006, 
Democrats took back the governorship for
the first time in 12 years and are now threat-
ening to take the state Senate next week for
the first time in 46 years — and that cham-
ber’s flipping could have huge implications
down the line for redistricting. 

“The Republican Party has totally fallen
apart and there’s a lack of leadership on a

statewide level,” said a New York Republi-
can consultant. 

The consultant added that the anger of vot-
ers in downtrodden upstate areas pock-
marked by closed factories makes for an un-
predictable Election Day. “There is a lot of
anger up there, and when people are angry,
anything can happen.”

That has Democrats imagining a new era
of dominance.

“The fact is the Republicans are a dying
breed in the state of New York,” said Carrie
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New York a Killing Field for GOP

See NEW YORK, page 20

By T.R. Goldman 
and Anna Palmer

ROLL CALL STAFF

‘The Greatest Cause?’ It was two
sentences tucked inside a 2000
appropriations bill. But over the

years, the Data Quality Act — which
directs the Office of Management and
Budget to make sure that all informa-
tion disseminated by the federal govern-
ment is reliable — has proved a potent
lobbying tool.

By requiring the government to use
data that have reached a near-perfect
level of certainty, critics say the legisla-
tion has provided industry with a con-
venient means of eliminating scientific
information that in the past might have
triggered stricter legislation. 

But the law, of course, is available to
anyone, including the marijuana lobby,
which earlier this month formally filed
a Data Quality Act petition with the Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy. 

The petition, filed on Oct. 16 by the
Marijuana Policy Project, takes issue
with the title of a July 2008 report by
the ONDCP called “Marijuana: The
Greatest Cause of Illegal Drug Abuse.” 

The 20-page report includes such
chapter headers as “Juvenile Delinquent
Behavior Is Closely Associated with
Marijuana Use” and “Marijuana Is the
Most Commonly Used Illicit Drug.”

Marijuana Policy Project Director of
Government Relations Aaron Houston
says the title is erroneous. 

The Data Quality Act, he said, “deals
with the quality of information that is
presented. And the crux of this,” he
said, “is that there is not factual support
for [the report’s title], that it relies on a
pretty big inference.”

The office has 60 days to respond to
the petition, said ONDCP spokes-
woman Jennifer de Vallance, adding
that “legal counsel and relevant staff are
reviewing the complaint.”

“The only real problem they have is
the title,” she noted, “and it’s question-
able whether the title represents actual
data.”

Responded Houston: “Obviously the
title is one of the most salient pieces of
information that they are providing.”

Online Gambling Rules a Comin’. Inter-
net gambling advocates hoping that the
financial crisis might have pushed aside
efforts by the Justice Department, Trea-
sury and Federal Reserve from producing 

See K STREET, page 24

See NOTEBOOK, page 24
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An attorney for House Ways and Means
Chairman Charlie Rangel (N.Y.) acknowl-
edged Monday that more than six weeks af-
ter the senior Democrat announced he would
hire a forensic auditor to scour his tax and
financial records, he has yet to do so, saying
an extensive review process has delayed any
action.

Attorney Lanny Davis asserted sole re-
sponsibility for the protracted search, stat-
ing: “I set up a number of criteria in order to
establish this is a truly independent person.”

Among those requirements, Davis said
the accounting firms considered could not

engage in lobbying activities before the
Ways and Means Committee, could not
make campaign contributions to Rangel and
could have no other contacts with the law-
maker.

“That’s the only thing that I can’t avoid
— that we’re paying this person,” Davis
added.

Davis said he believes an appropriate firm
has been found, and an agreement could be
finalized next week. “We’re now negotiat-
ing terms,” he said.

Davis declined to discuss whether the
search criteria required Rangel’s office to
look outside the Washington, D.C., area.

Rangel’s Attorney Says
Auditor Yet to Be Hired

See RANGEL, page 22
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With Election Day approaching, Wash-
ington, D.C., insiders have begun focusing
on their legislative goals for next Congress,
and government watchdog groups are no dif-
ferent. 

Emboldened by their success last year in
passing the largest ethics overhaul in
decades, these groups have set their sights
on what might be an even bigger legislative
lift: reworking the presidential public fi-
nance system and implementing one at the

Congressional level. 
While ethics reform advocates are still fi-

nalizing their agenda for the 111th Congress,
representatives from Democracy 21, Public
Citizen, Common Cause and Campaign Le-
gal Center say their coalition of watchdog
groups has started strategizing about how to
corral lawmakers on the subject.

“The campaign finance issue is the
biggest remaining issue that wasn’t ad-
dressed in the last Congress because we
were all focused on lobbying and ethics re-

Watchdogs Wound Up for
Public Financing Fight

See REFORM, page 24

By Emily Yehle
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The Hungry and Outraged. At least
one staffer is still fighting against
Friday’s price increases in the

House cafeterias, recently sending a pe-
tition signed by 227 people to Chief
Administrative Officer Dan Beard.

Brian Diffell, a policy adviser to Mi-
nority Whip Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), created
the petition after learning Restaurant As-
sociates was raising its food prices by an
average of 10 percent (with some items
costing as much as 40 percent more). 

CAO spokesman Jeff Ventura said
the office hadn’t seen the petition Mon-
day afternoon and had no comment.

Beard announced the price increase
earlier this month, citing high food and
gasoline prices. But the petition ques-
tions that explanation.

“The official reasoning provided by
the vendor, the increase in global gaso-
line and food prices, strikes us as insin-
cere,” the petition reads. “Are we to be-
lieve that prices will be adjusted down-
ward should such pricing ease?”

It goes on to ask Beard to “work with
Restaurant Associates to reverse its de-
cision and work to ensure that Capitol
Hill staff and visitors to the complex
have an opportunity to continue to dine
at affordable prices.”

It’s unclear how many Democrats
and Republicans signed the petition —
or how many of the signatories are
staffers — because Diffell did not re-
quire that they give such information.

Ready to Launch, Finally. The Capitol
Visitor Center is ready to open its cafe-
terias and gift shops after President
Bush signed a bill that sets up the
CVC’s operational structure.

The bill was long in coming: After the
House passed it in March, the chambers
took six months to negotiate changes.

CVC officials planned for a Dec. 2
opening without knowing who was of-
ficially in charge of things such as mak-
ing hires and setting a budget.

Much of the discussions between the
House and Senate focused on whether
the center’s chief executive officer or the

Corrections
The Oct. 23 article “Caucuses Plot

Leadership Races” incorrectly identified
the home state of Democratic Rep. Grace
Napolitano. She is from California. 

The Oct. 23 article “Anger Lurks in
D.C.’s Shadow Senator Race” incorrect-
ly characterized the D.C. Board of Real
Property Assessments and Appeals’ re-
action to $1,300 in campaign contribu-
tions to D.C. Shadow Sen. Paul Strauss’
unsuccessful 2006 run for the Ward 3
D.C. City Council seat. The board does
not believe the contributions created any
appearance of impropriety. 

The Oct 23 article “Online Records A
Tough Call” incorrectly states that Sen.
Olympia Snowe (R-Maine) is a co-
sponsor of the Wired for Health Care
Quality Act. She is not. 

The Oct. 16 article “Renteria Doesn’t
Blend In” incorrectly stated that Aman-
da Renteria is the only Hispanic chief of
staff in the Senate. At least three Hispan-
ic chiefs, including Renteria, currently
work in the Senate.  

STAR-SPANGLED CURIOSITY

Tom Williams/Roll Call

Lisa Succo (left) and Tess Emiroglu, ninth-graders from Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
check out a ball near the bus for Project Vote Smart, a nonpartisan voter-
information campaign that is touring the country. 
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EDITORIAL

Humpty Dumpty
In combination, public financing of presidential campaigns

and campaign finance reform were supposed to create a level
playing field for the general election and set a limit of $2,300

on individual contributions.
But this year, Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) has blown the

public finance system to smithereens, and he and Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) have made a mockery of contribution limits.
Next year, Congress has to put Humpty Dumpty back together.

Public financing of presidential campaigns, invented in re-
action to Watergate-era scandals, has worked for 34 years, sort
of. In the 1996 election, President Bill Clinton supplemented his
public money with millions of dollars in soft money donated
without limits by corporations, unions and individuals to the
Democratic National Committee and then spent on his behalf.

Big-time soft money went bipartisan in 2000, and GOP
candidate George W. Bush opted out of public financing for the
primary campaign, although he and Democrat Al Gore accepted
its limits for the general. In  2002, the Bipartisan Campaign 
Reform Act outlawed soft money and supposedly limited indi-
vidual contributions to $2,300 per candidate per election.

In 2004, Bush and Democrats John Kerry and Howard
Dean could and did reject public limits for the primaries, but
Bush and Kerry accepted them for the general. In all, Bush and
Kerry raised and spent $675.7 million between them.

This year, Obama already has raised $600 million and —
breaking a promise — became the first presidential candidate
since 1976 to refuse public financing for the general election. 
As a result, he has a vast money advantage over McCain, who’s
limited to $84.1 million for the general.

The media, which likely would be outraged if Republicans
had such an advantage, has been gushing over Obama’s admit-
tedly impressive ability to attract 3.1 million donors, a quarter 
of whom have contributed $200 or less.

However, as the Washington Post pointed out last week,
Obama and McCain are still relying on the kind of fat cat con-
tributors whose influence the reform was supposed to limit —
bundlers and individuals contributing tens of thousands of dol-
lars via the political parties and separate party “victory funds.”

It’s perfectly legal, but it’s akin to Clinton’s finding a loop-
hole for soft money in 1996. Obama and McCain can go to a
rich donor and ask for not $2,300 — or $4,600 for the primary
and general — but $70,100, distributed between the campaign,
the parties and joint committees. 

The donor’s spouse and children can all match that — and
each candidate also has 300 friends who have raised (“bun-
dled”) $100,000 or more and a few dozen who have raised
$500,000. Does anyone think that these super-donors won’t
have special access and influence in the new administration?

Reform legislation has been introduced — and backed, in
principle, by McCain and Obama — to do away with joint 
committees, provide a 4-1 federal match for contributions of
$200 or less and significantly enlarge the amount of public
funds available for general election campaigns.

We favor such reform to encourage candidates to run on
public money, to reduce the role of big givers and to reduce the
amount of time candidates have to spend wooing fat cats as they
run and responding to their wishes after they win.

Democrats who have appeared most
often on Sunday news shows in 2008

Face the Meet the This Late Fox News
Total Nation Press Week Edition Sunday

Sen. Claire McCaskill (Mo.) 11 1 1 1 5 3

Sen. Chris Dodd (Conn.) 10 1 1 1 5 2

Sen. John Kerry (Mass.) 10 2 1 4 1 2

Sen. Evan Bayh (Ind.) 9 3 0 1 4 1

Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.) 9 3 2 2 1 1

Sen. Joe Lieberman (Conn.)* 8 2 1 2 1 2

Sen. Charles Schumer (N.Y.) 8 0 2 1 2 3

Sen. Bob Casey (Pa.) 6 1 1 0 4 0

Sen. Dick Durbin (Ill.) 6 1 1 0 1 3

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (Calif.) 6 1 0 1 3 1

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) 6 1 1 2 2 0

Sen. Joseph Biden (Del.) 5 0 2 2 1 0

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (N.Y.) 5 1 1 2 0 1

Sen. Jack Reed (R.I.) 5 2 0 1 1 1

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (Fla.) 5 2 0 0 2 1

Rep. James Clyburn (S.C.) 4 1 0 0 3 0

Rep. Chris Van Hollen (Md.) 4 0 0 0 3 1
*Lieberman is an Independent who caucuses with the Democrats.



Choosing Winners, 
Losers: Did NRCC
Make Right Picks?

L ike everyone who pays attention to
House races, I was more than a little in-
terested to see where the National Re-

publican Congressional Committee would
use its limited resources on independent ex-
penditures this cycle.

Now, with Election Day fast approaching
and Republicans likely to lose more than two
dozen House seats — and quite possibly
more than 30 seats — it’s possible to evalu-
ate the NRCC’s decisions. 

At least 19 of the 29 districts in which the
NRCC advertised seem like good calls. Five
others are debatable, while five are not jus-
tified, in my view.

The five Democratic seats targeted by the
NRCC — Paul Kanjorski’s (Pa.), Nick
Lampson’s (Texas), Carol Shea-Porter’s
(N.H.), Steve Kagen’s (Wis.) and retiring
Rep. Bud Cramer’s (Ala.) — all seem like
reasonable choices.

Kanjorski’s ethics problems and poll
numbers put him on the list. Lampson’s dis-
trict is rock-solid Republican and favors
challenger Pete Olson (R). Even Democrats
will tell you Shea-Porter’s win last time was
a fluke, and Cramer’s retirement opens up a
generally conservative seat that’s an obvious
GOP target. Kagen’s district also leans Re-
publican. 

All 11 open Republican seats on the list
are obvious places for the NRCC to play.
Normally, it shouldn’t have to spend money
to defend an at-large seat in Wyoming or Al-
abama’s 2nd district. But given the national
landscape and race-specific factors, nobody
ought to question the NRCC’s decisions in
those districts.

NRCC funding surely is warranted in
three GOP-held districts that have proved to
be competitive in the past, in Washington’s
8th district (Rep. Dave Reichert), Ohio’s 1st
district (Rep. Steve Chabot) and Nevada’s
3rd (Rep. Jon Porter).

Reichert’s Seattle-area district went for
Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) in the 2004 pres-
idential election, and Reichert has won two
squeakers. Chabot’s district went only nar-
rowly for President Bush in 2004, and the
Democratic nominee this time, state Rep.
Steve Driehaus, looks formidable, especial-
ly given the considerable African-American
population in the district. Porter’s district
was drawn to be a tossup, but a surge in De-
mocratic registration has changed that. All
three Republicans have campaigned hard.

In five other districts with Republican in-
cumbents, it’s less clear that the NRCC’s
help was justified.

Rep. Thelma Drake’s Virginia district
gave Bush 58 percent four years ago, not
quite the 60 percent that Rep. Lee Terry’s
Nebraska district did and only a point more
than Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart’s Florida
district did. Two other Republicans,
Michigan Rep. Tim Walberg and Pennsyl-
vania Rep. Phil English, sit in districts that
Bush carried with 54 percent and 53 per-
cent, respectively — good margins but
hardly overwhelming.

As incumbents, all five of these Republi-
cans had the opportunity to solidify them-
selves for re-election — both by working
hard to communicate with their constituents
and by building up huge war chests. Terry
raised the least of the bunch, at $1.4 million
through Oct. 15. English raised the most,
$2.2 million.

Changing demographics and the Democ-
ratic strength at the top of the ticket added
to Drake’s woes, justifying NRCC action, in
my view. The competitiveness of English’s
district and Walberg’s also make it reason-
able for the NRCC to expend valuable re-
sources there, though as a candidate for the
NRCC chairmanship this cycle, English
surely should not be in the vulnerable posi-
tion he now finds himself.

That leaves Terry, who has again run a
lackluster campaign that took his re-election
for granted, and Diaz-Balart, who represents
a Republican district in the very expensive
Miami media market. Given their situations,
I’d argue that the NRCC should not have
spent money in either race.

Five GOP incumbents who have benefit-
ed from a total of more than $2.2 million in
NRCC spending also should have been cut
loose immediately and told to fend for them-
selves: Reps. Randy Kuhl (New York’s29th
district), Bill Sali (Idaho’s 1st), Jean
Schmidt (Ohio’s 2nd), Mark Souder
(Indiana’s 3rd) and Marilyn Musgrave
(Colorado’s 4th).

Each of the districts represented by these
incumbents is reliably Republican under
normal circumstances, and their vulnera-
bility, even in this political environment,
reflects their individual weaknesses. In
2004, Bush carried Sali’s district with 69
percent, Schmidt’s with 64 percent, Soud-
er’s with 68 percent and Musgrave’s with
58 percent. Kuhl’s district was the closest
of the bunch, with Bush winning it with 56
percent.

It says a great deal about Sali, Schmidt
and Souder that they ran so far behind Bush.
Not all conservative candidates in those dis-
tricts necessarily would run so poorly.
These three simply have limited appeal,
and the NRCC shouldn’t have to spend con-
siderable resources every two years to res-
cue them in districts that they should retain
easily.

Finally, there is no way that the NRCC
should have considered rushing into
Michele Bachmann’s race after the Min-
nesota Congresswoman shoved her foot in
her mouth on MSNBC recently. The conser-
vative legislator turned a comfortable re-
election into an uphill race by taking Chris
Matthews’ obvious bait. She has no one to
blame but herself, and she has been sitting
on more than $1 million that she could have
spent to support her candidacy.

Some conservatives had a cow when the
NRCC’s IE unit decided to pull the plug on
Musgrave and refused to spend its limited
funds on Bachmann. Sorry, but the NRCC’s
job isn’t to elect conservatives. It’s to elect
Republicans. 

While damaged GOP incumbents such as
Sali, Schmidt and Souder continue to drain
the NRCC’s cash in solid Republican dis-
tricts, strong GOP open-seat candidates such
as Darren White (New Mexico’s 1st), Erik
Paulsen (Minnesota’s 3rd), Leonard Lance
(New Jersey’s 7th), Chris Lee (New York’s
26th) and Steve Stivers (Ohio’s 15th) are
fighting for their political lives. 

If radio talk-show host Michael Reagan
and Family Research Council President
Tony Perkins want to spend their time pro-
ductively, they shouldn’t be beating up the
NRCC for its decisions not to waste money
on incumbents who made themselves vul-
nerable. They should be hunting for person-
able, smart, politically savvy conservatives
with campaign skills and thoughtful new
ideas. 

Stuart Rothenberg is editor of the Rothenberg Political 
Report (rothenbergpoliticalreport.com).
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CAMPAIGNING 
By Stuart Rothenberg

BROADWAY’S SMASH-HIT PLAY

“A VICTORY!
NAIL-BITING, FAST AND FLUID,

FROST/NIXON HAS THE
MOMENTUM OF A THRILLER

AND THE ZING OF A COMEDY.”
—THE NEW YORK T IMES

Tickets $25–$80 at the Box Office or charge by phone (202) 467-4600
Order online at kennedy-center.org / TTY (202) 416-8524 / Groups (202) 416-8400
Theater at the Kennedy Center is presented with the generous support of Stephen and Christine Schwarzman.

NOVEMBER 11–30, 2008
EISENHOWER THEATER



Don’t Rush to Any
Early Conclusions 
On Election Night

F our years ago, early exit poll data was
leaked midday to the Drudge Report,
showing Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.)

with a huge lead in Pennsylvania — so large,
in fact, that Republicans were in despair and
the Kerry folks were celebrating their “vic-
tory.” The problem was the exit poll data re-
flected a partial sample with a significant
number of interviews yet to be completed
and, thus, was not yet statistically sound. 

Until a full sample is completed, some of
the underlying demographics may be dis-
proportionate. So, in the interests of electoral
integrity and to help avoid a similar rush to
an erroneous conclusion next Tuesday, here
is a short primer on how to interpret Elec-
tion Day exit polls and results.

Exit Polls: The first official exit polling
data will be made available to the networks
at 5 p.m. It’s risky business, however, to rely
too heavily on these first numbers because
in most states they will reflect only two of
three waves of interviews. It would be like
looking at the results of 667 interviews out
of a 1,000 national sample and expecting the
final numbers to be exactly the same. 

Drawing conclusions from the 5 p.m. exit
poll data is further complicated by the fact
that the data has not yet been matched to ac-
tual precinct voting returns, which can pro-
duce some changes. 

Key States: When elections break one way
or another, categories of states tend to move

decisively. Four key states will come in ear-
ly and could be predictors of the final out-
come: Indiana, Virginia, North Carolina and
Ohio. Ohio is clearly a swing state, but the
other three have been reliably Republican in
recent presidential elections. As the exit polls
and actual results begin to come in, if Sen.
Barack Obama (D-Ill.) is even or close in
any of those states, especially Indiana, it
could represent a potential significant shift.

Key Groups: Independents will be crucial
to the outcome of the election. From 1994
through 2002, Republicans won this impor-
tant voter group. Democrats edged out a
small victory with independents in 2004, 
49 percent to 46 percent. In 2006, Republi-
cans lost this voter bloc by 18 points, 39 per-
cent to 57 percent, and along with it the
House and Senate.

To have a chance at winning the White
House and making any headway in Con-
gress, Republicans must be in a position of
near parity with Democrats in attracting in-
dependent voters. The Catholic vote is an-
other group to watch. 

In the past two presidential elections, Re-
publicans and Democrats split this key bloc.
But in the 2006 election, Republicans lost
Catholics by 11 points, 44 percent to 55 per-
cent. If the margin next week is closer to
2006 than 2000, Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.) and Congressional Republicans face
a hurdle not only nationally but in key states
like New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Wis-
consin, New Mexico, Florida and Ohio.

The fate of the middle class has been a
central issue throughout the election. Re-
publicans won middle-income voters
($50,000-$75,000) from 1992 to 2004, los-

ing them in the 2006 elections. While the
voting behavior of this group tends to be
more evenly divided in presidential election
years, it remains a key voter segment for the
Republican coalition.

Married women with children have also
been a major factor in past Republican vic-
tories. In 2002, the GOP won them 55 per-
cent to 43 percent; in 2004, 54 percent to 
45 percent. However, in 2006, Democrats
made gains, splitting this vote at 49 percent

each. To have a good night Nov. 4, Repub-
licans need to win this group by a margin of
close to 10 points.

Party Identification and Turnout: The wide
disparity in national presidential election polls
has created much controversy and speculation
in recent weeks. The significant differences in
the ballot test in various polls reflect uncer-
tainty about current voter registration and how
it will translate into actual voters. 

In every election since 1992, exit polls
showed party self-identification for Demo-
crats and Republicans ranged from 36 per-
cent to 40 percent each. In only one of those
elections, 2002, did Republicans outnumber
Democrats, and then by only a small mar-

gin. In fact, Republican self-identification
numbers remained relatively constant in six
of the past eight elections at 36 percent. 

One of the biggest questions concerning
voter turnout is the participation of younger
voters and African-Americans. As a per-
cent of the final election turnout, African-
Americans made up 10 percent and 11 per-
cent, respectively, in the 2000 and 2004
presidential elections. Seventeen percent of
the electorate in each of those elections was
made up of young voters, ages 18-29. 

The question isn’t whether more of these
voters will turn out, but whether they will
represent a larger portion of the electorate
than in previous years. Yes, more young vot-
ers turned out in the 2004 elections, but it’s
important to remember that the size of the
total electorate also increased by 20 percent,
from 106 million to 122 million.

This year may be different. Because of the
Obama factor, we may see unusual increas-
es in the turnout of both groups. Some poll-
sters have created survey samples based on
that assumption rather than past voting be-
havior. This adds an element of uncertainty
to results and explains some of the dispari-
ty in presidential ballot test numbers in na-
tional surveys and tracking polls.

Last, on election night, if the margins for ei-
ther candidate get big enough, it will over-
whelm state-by-state Electoral College dy-
namics. Remember, in 1992, Bill Clinton won
by 5.6 percent and got 370 electoral votes. In
1980, Ronald Reagan swept the election by a
margin of 9.7 percent and won 489 electoral
votes.

David Winston is president of the Winston Group, a
Republican polling firm.
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PUTTING IT IN PERSPECTIVE 
By David Winston

Drawing conclusions from
the 5 p.m. exit poll data is
complicated by the fact
that the data has not yet
been matched to actual
returns. 
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An Economist Group business

www.rollcall.com

OWN THIS MOMENT.



Just Call the 110th
‘The Little Congress 
That Couldn’t’

One of my favorite books as a child was
“The Little Engine That Could.” It
tells of a small blue switch engine that

was called on, when all the bigger locomo-
tives refused, to pull a very long train over a
very high mountain.

Undaunted by this seemingly impossible
task, the little engine embraced the challenge
enthusiastically. “I think I can, I think I can,”
it repeated as it slowly chugged up the moun-
tain. And, after reaching the peak, it joyous-
ly shouted, over and over as the train rolled
down the mountainside, “I thought I could,
I thought I could.”

I recall this little morality tale about
willpower and persistence when I consider the
sad plight of the 110th Congress. I have often
told groups of students and foreign visitors that
the only thing Congress really has to do each
year is complete work on the various bills that
fund the basic operations of the federal gov-
ernment. Now I must even amend that bare-
bones description of Congress’essential work
with various caveats and contingencies.

There used to be 13 regular appropriations
bills; now there are 12. And yet this year Con-
gress ducked its responsibility to complete
work on all but three bills (only one of which
even passed one house before being rolled into
a minibus/continuing/supplemental appropri-
ations bill). Instead of pulling its little 12-car
train up Capitol Hill, it spent its time devising
excuses and blaming others for its inaction. In

so doing it, diminished and distinguished it-
self as “the little Congress that couldn’t.”

What brought the 110th Congress to this sor-
ry state of affairs as the new fiscal year dawned
on Oct. 1? There was a rumor circulating ear-
ly in the session that the Democratic Congress
was not going to go through with the appropri-
ations process this year and would instead sim-
ply kick the can down the road by enacting a
continuing resolution (at last year’s spending
levels) that would fund the government into
early next year (and indeed, the nine bills not
rolled into the minibus have been funded at last
year’s level through March 6, 2009). 

The rationale being used was this: Presi-
dent Bush had promised to veto any spend-
ing bills that exceeded his budget requests
and Congress was unlikely to muster the
two-thirds override vote in both houses, so
why even bother?

Moreover, there was a strong presumption
that the Democratic presidential candidate
would be elected and support more generous
funding levels for domestic programs (that
was before the $700 billion bailout add-on,
of course). By forgoing long and drawn-out
committee and floor battles over a dozen
spending bills and then reconciling differ-
ences between the two chambers, Democra-
tic leaders reasoned, Congress could com-
plete its work earlier using a CR and send
Members home to seal their re-elections, help
expand their majorities in both bodies and as-
sist in electing their presidential nominee. 

The July blowup in the House Appropri-
ations Committee over a nongermane GOP
attempt to open the Labor, Health and Hu-
man Services, and Education bill to an off-
shore drilling amendment gave Chairman

David Obey (D-Wis.) the final excuse he
needed to shut down the process altogether
and blame it on the minority. But even pri-
or to that, Democrats were testing all kinds
of other reasons for abandoning the process. 

Why should the House waste its time and
energies when things aren’t going anywhere
in the Senate, argued one House Appropria-
tions cardinal? After all, Senate Appropria-
tions Chairman Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.) was
too weak to run his committee, Sen. Edward

Kennedy (D-Mass.) was out on medical
leave, and Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) was
away on the campaign trail. Never mind that
Byrd was prepared to move forward on his
bills until Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
(D-Nev.) ordered him to suspend activities
lest he embarrass the moribund House.

Besides, House Republicans were threat-
ening to offer hundreds of amendments to
eliminate costly earmarks. Or, even worse,
Republicans were threatening to offer the
same amendment, authorizing new offshore
oil and gas drilling, to every appropriations
bill. This was something Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) had vociferously vowed to
block given her state’s sensitivity to anything

that smacked of tar-smeared beaches (until
she reversed course in September).

Each of the excuses contained sufficient
elements of genuine fear and foreboding
over what might unfold if Democrats dared
to expose their bills to the sunlight of dem-
ocratic process that the case for inaction
seemed almost defensible. But it was only
defensible if you think the sole responsibil-
ity of the ruling majority is to protect its
Members from politically difficult votes. 

If, on the other hand, you think the prin-
cipal role of the ruling party is to govern,
then that whole scaffolding of excuses
quickly collapses, leaving the majority ex-
posed in naked embarrassment and federal,
state and local agencies scrambling to com-
pensate for such incompetent budgeting. 

James Madison put it best when he said,
the “power over the purse” is “the most com-
plete and effectual weapon with which any
constitution can arm the immediate repre-
sentatives of the people for obtaining a re-
dress of every grievance, and for carrying
into effect every just and salutary measure.”
When Congress abdicates that power it is
forfeiting its obligation to the people to gov-
ern responsively and justly. 

The true test of a responsible majority in
Congress is whether it fully carries out its
constitutional duties in the face of real and
imagined threats and difficulties, is coura-
geous enough to fight for what it considers
right, accepts the consequences and lets the
people judge the results.

Don Wolfensberger is director of the Congress Pro-
ject at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars and former staff director of the House Rules
Committee. 
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PROCEDURAL POLITICS 
By Don Wolfensberger

‘Instead of pulling its little
12-car train up Capitol
Hill, Congress spent its
time devising excuses and
blaming others for its
inaction.’
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The Call for Change 
In the White House
Is an Understatement

On Nov. 4, America will celebrate the
close of the most unprecedented pres-
idential campaign in history. On sev-

eral accounts past precedent has been hand-
ily usurped.

Most notable: This was our nation’s most
expensive campaign yet, surpassing $1 bil-
lion in spending. This was our most diverse
campaign, in terms of probable and popular
candidates, with both parties positioned to
break new ground on race or gender in the
White House. This was our longest cam-
paign, with state primaries jockeying for the
earliest start out of the gate and with sever-
al slated nearly one year prior to the elec-
tion. And this was arguably our most hotly
debated campaign, with talk shows dissect-
ing the marrow of every utterance until lit-
tle was left. 

The import of all these reasons, howev-
er, pales when compared to the final crite-
rion: that public opinion and favor — both
domestic and foreign — toward the U.S.
government is seriously flagging, dropping
to its lowest ever. In America, percentages
of positive opinion toward the president and
Congress lag in the teens. In the European
Union, the United States is considered the
biggest threat to global stability. That is
why, on Election Day, the choice of candi-
date carries with it unparalleled impor-
tance. 

Re-establishing America’s standing glob-

ally and locally will not be easy. Specific
policies aside, we believe the following prin-
ciples and practices are necessary for re-
building America’s credibility at home and
abroad. 

First, the president must commit to com-
municating, not cowering, in the face of ad-
versity. When attempting to tackle the tough-
est of hotheaded adversaries, our president
must take the higher road in cooling the de-
bate, whether with North Korea, Iran or
Venezuela. Meeting with these nations’
leaders undermines their domestic argument
(no Great Satan would respectfully agree to
a summit) and provides an opportunity for
negotiated agreements, which are otherwise
impossible to obtain in the absence of a con-
versation. 

Talking does not constitute complicity.
Presidents before — from Dwight Eisen-
hower to John F. Kennedy to Ronald Rea-
gan — leveraged American power through
direct diplomacy and gained significantly
from it, transforming frozen conflicts with
Russia and China into more pliable relation-
ships. Our next president should heed the ad-
vice of these forefathers who were dealing
with equally formidable foes. 

Second, the president must recognize
that the quality of mercy cannot be strained
— whether on our shores or theirs. In re-
sponse to Abu Ghraib and Guantánamo
Bay, the Supreme Court’s recent ruling re-
garding the guarantee of habeas corpus
rights to detainees must be reinforced with
presidential zeal. It is critical, as the world
celebrates the 60th anniversary of the Unit-
ed Nations’ Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, for the leader of the world’s

most powerful democracy to be seen safe-
guarding the basics of individual free-
doms. Abrogating universal laws makes us
look lawless and makes it doubly difficult
to encourage enforcement on foreign
lands. 

Third, the president must aptly represent
the plight of the public. Whether in bungled
bailouts or costly wars of choice, federal
spending must be tuned to the needs of the
struggling American. By focusing over-

whelmingly on security issues abroad, the
homeland has become increasingly insecure
with unemployment rates soaring at 6.1 per-
cent, high school graduation rates slumping
to a 40-year low, the uninsured millions
mounting and the indebted in dangerous wa-
ters with a devalued dollar. 

Spending $10 billion monthly in Iraq,
when this nation’s economic woes continue
to escalate, is not wise leadership. The new

president must reprioritize, putting our pub-
lic’s problems at the fore lest our social and
economic infrastructure continue to rot fur-
ther. 

Finally, the president must be visionary,
leading the nation prudently and ethically,
all the while cognizant of the implications
on subsequent generations. Our president’s
vision of America will affect policies on a
vast spectrum of issues, from immigration
to climate change. If we are to be a beacon,
we must courageously forge new ground on
these contentious topics, leading where re-
calcitrants fear to roam. 

This will not be as difficult as it sounds.
On climate change, for example, America’s
businesses, mayors, governors, religious
leaders, universities and other citizens stand
poised to pursue more aggressive targets and
to inspire similar strategies in India, China
and elsewhere. In fact, the world is waiting
for Washington to lead; it is up to the next
president to seize the ripeness of this oppor-
tunity. 

Come January, these qualities, and more,
must characterize the candidate deemed
worthy to lead this nation. To say that
change is needed is an understatement.
Whether both candidates are capable of this
change is questionable. So before penciling
in the ballot’s oval for the Oval Office, think
critically about which candidate is commit-
ted to the criteria above — the health of our
nation, and our standing in the world, de-
pends on it. 

Rep. Wayne Gilchrest is a Republican from Mary-
land. Michael Shank is communications director at
George Mason University’s Institute for Conflict Analy-
sis and Resolution.
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Unexpectedly strong Democratic
fundraising and likely record African-
American turnout for presidential nominee
Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) has Reps. Hen-
ry Brown (R) and Joe Wilson (R) protecting
their political careers along coastal South
Carolina a week out from Election Day. 

“We’re seeing a lot of people active for the
presidential race [and] the minority vote is a
little stronger,” than previous years,  Wilson
spokesman Preston Grisham said Monday.
“It’s going to be slightly closer” than previ-
ous election cycles. 

How much closer remains to be seen. But
recent polling and political insiders around
the state suggests that self-funding Food
Lion heiress Linda Ketner is within striking
distance of Brown, who has not faced a De-
mocratic opponent since 2000 and whose
district elected George Bush twice with at
least 59 percent of the vote. 

In a new ballot test done for a Charleston tel-
evision station, Brown led Ketner 50 percent 
to 45 percent. The automated SurveyUSA
poll, which interviewed 600 likely voters
Oct. 25-26, had a 4.1-point margin of error.
Among the coastal district’s 21 percent black
population, Ketner led the incumbent 7-1,
while Brown was ahead with white voters
3-2. 

Ketner and Brown’s campaigns did not re-
spond to interview requests from Roll Call,
but local party officials on both sides agree
that Brown will be more vulnerable than
Wilson on Nov. 4. 

Channeling John Berendt’s descriptions

in the novel “Midnight in the Garden of
Good and Evil,” GOP pollster Whit Ayers
said South Carolinian political culture —
and Ketner’s chances — comes down to
three questions.  

“In Greenville, they ask you, ‘Where do
you go to church?’”Ayers said. “In Colum-
bia, they ask you, ‘What do you do for a liv-
ing?’”

“And in Charleston, they ask you, ‘What
will you have to drink?’” Ayers continued.
“Ketner can be competitive in a ‘What will
you have to drink?’ district.” 

Ayers, who conducts Wilson’s polls, said
that although the vote likely will be close in
Brown’s Charleston-based district, Repub-
licans will fare much better in Wilson’s dis-
trict, a more conservative tract that runs from
Hilton Head Island to Columbia. 

A main reason Ketner will outperform
Wilson’s opponent, Iraq War veteran Rob
Miller, Ayers said, is not only a tough envi-
ronment for GOPers, but her ability to self-
finance her campaign in the post-Millionaire’s 
Amendment era.

Last summer, the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down a six-year-old law that allowed
candidates — mostly incumbents — to ex-
ceed certain individual contribution limits
when they faced a wealthy challenger. 

Miller raised about $530,000 for his cam-
paign through Oct. 15, while Wilson brought
in nearly $1 million.  

Through Oct. 15, Ketner raised $1.7 mil-
lion — giving her campaign about $440,000
— while Brown raised $890,000. 

Charleston County Republican Chair-
woman Lin Bennett predicted that Obama

will not do well in the district and doubted
that local Democrats — voters she described
as ”fairly conservative” — will pull never
pull the lever for the openly gay Ketner. 

“That just isn’t going to sell here,” Ben-
nett said. “There is more than usual Demo-
crat support, but I don’t believe that the ideals
that she is interested in pursuing will inter-
est the people of the 1st district.”

“What has pushed a lot of Democratic
support here is Barack Obama, but I don’t
necessarily think that that is going to carry
down through the ticket,” she added. 

But Jay Parmley, executive director of the
South Carolina Democratic Party, said vot-
ers are paying little attention to lifestyle is-
sues these days and disputed Bennett’s char-
acterization of Ketner, calling her a “com-
mon-sense businesswoman. “The econom-
ic issues are far out-trumping the social is-

sues — there’s not an ad up that says, ‘Don’t
elect this lesbian,’” Parmley said. 

He declined to provide poll results to Roll
Call but said Miller is “steadily moving up”
in Wilson’s district, where more than a quar-
ter of residents are black. 

Parmley also said House Majority Whip
James Clyburn (D-S.C.), the highest rank-
ing black lawmaker in Congress, will cam-
paign for Miller next week. 

South Carolina Republican Party Chair-
man Katon Dawson said Wilson and espe-
cially Brown should go negative from now
until Election Day.  

Still, Dawson said Brown should avoid
“the politics of personal destruction” but
added “as long as they’re true, on the record
and factual, then it’s fair to give that to the
voters. The ones who lose are the ones who
didn’t draw contrasts.”
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By Kate Ackley
ROLL CALL STAFF

Both national parties have put the hotly
contested race for Washington state’s 8th
district seat on the front burner.

Recent polls show that Democratic chal-
lenger Darcy Burner is either tied or running
ahead of Rep. Dave Reichert, a two-term Re-
publican who is perhaps best known as a for-
mer law enforcement official who helped
lead a task force to hunt down a serial mur-
derer known as the Green River Killer.

In the final days of this highly competi-
tive race — a rematch from 2006 — both
campaigns have sharpened their attacks,
with Burner’s camp filing a Federal Election
Commission complaint against Reichert,
and the incumbent’s team charging that
Burner has misled voters about her degree
from Harvard.

Burner said Reichert’s advertising firm,
Media Plus, has made what she alleges
amounts to an illegal loan of as much as
$1 million to buy airtime in this last week
before Election Day. 

“From my perspective, when they are
breaking the law and then use that money to
go up on television to say that I don’t have
a degree that I did in fact earn, do I think it’s
getting nasty? Absolutely. But not on our
side,” Burner said. “They will do anything
to hold onto this seat, and they don’t care
about the law or the truth.”

Reichert’s campaign calls the allegations
of FEC violations unfounded and continues
to pounce on Burner over her college degree.

With the economy taking a center stage
in the campaign, Burner has touted her Har-
vard degree, which she says is “in comput-
er science with a special field of econom-
ics.” Reichert’s team says she has misrepre-

sented a dual major in computer science and
economics and that she really only holds the
degree from Harvard in computer science.

“Our opponent has lied about her Harvard
education,” said Amanda Halligan, Re-
ichert’s communications director. “That
speaks to her integrity, and that’s a deal
breaker for people in the 8th district. That
message is getting out there.”

As for the FEC allegations, Halligan said,
“we placed our media buy” and will pay the
bill as soon as the media firm sends it.

So for this cycle, Reichert has reported hav-
ing raised $2.4 million, with a little less than
$600,000 in cash on hand as of this month.
Burner has raised $3.5 million and had about
$200,000 in cash on hand this month.

Both the National Republican Congres-
sional Committee and the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee have in-

fused hundreds of thousands of dollars into
the race and have stepped up their rhetoric.

“Dave Reichert was a good sheriff but has
been ineffective in Congress,” DCCC
spokesman Yoni Cohen said. “He support-
ed the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest Amer-
icans.”

On the other side, the NRCC also is get-
ting into the Harvard degree issue. 

“Darcy Burner has been more than happy
to lecture voters about her disastrous econom-
ic [proposals], but it turns out she might have
benefited from a few more lectures on eco-
nomics in order to complete the actual degree
she has been lying about on the campaign
trail,” NRCC spokesman Ken Spain said,
adding, “We are committed to doing what it
takes to win. This is a priority district for us.”

The NRCC is on the air with ads and plans
to stay there until Election Day.

“This is a classic matchup between a mod-
erate statesman and a hyperpartisan,” Spain
said. “Dave Reichert has established himself
as a reasonable bipartisan Member of Con-
gress with a multitude of accomplishments
on the environment and homeland security
issues.”

Reichert on his campaign Web site boasts
numerous endorsements from regional pa-
pers such as the Seattle Times to law enforce-
ment and lobbying groups including the Hu-
mane Society, National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, National Education As-
sociation and the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, among others.

But Democrats say that won’t be enough
to eke out a victory this time.

“Darcy’s in a strong position to win,” said
Kelly Steele, spokesman for the Washing-
ton state Democratic Party. “Voters in the
district are very focused on economic is-

sues.” Steele added that the state party is con-
centrating mainly on get-out-the-vote efforts
in the district as well as across the state. “The
NRCC put in close to half a million dollars
into Reichert’s race,” he said. “We’ve got the
kitchen sink on the way.”

But Luke Esser, chairman of the state’s
Republican Party, said that in these final days
leading up to the election, things are break-
ing in Reichert’s favor.

“Obviously, Dave Reichert is our only Re-
publican Congressman on the west side of
the state,” Esser said. “He’s a unique person,
which has enabled him to hold onto that seat,
and we’re planning to do everything we can
to turn out Republican voters.”

David Olson, a professor emeritus of po-
litical science at the University of Washing-
ton, said the 8th district has gone from more
reliably conservative to competitive.

“The district is increasingly becoming
more diverse with respect to ethnic immi-
gration,” Olson said, noting that it has large
Russian and Asian communities.

He said turnout in Washington state is ex-
pected to hit a historic high. “We’re going to
see a turnout in the state of Washington on
Nov. 4 that will be the largest turnout since
1944,” Olson predicted, adding that turnout
will be an advantage to Burner. (He said
1944 had high turnout because of World War
II.) Much of that increased turnout, he said,
is because of Sen. Barack Obama’s (D-Ill.)
presidential election operation.

Reichert has crossed party lines when it
comes to votes on the environment, but Ol-
son said that will be of little help because
voters in the 8th district are caught up on the
national fixation on the ailing economy.

“Economic issues cast a penumbra over
everything else,” Olson said.

Minority Vote a Key Factor in Two S.C. Races 

A Barnburner of a Race Could Topple Reichert 



Illinois

NRABacks Halvorson
Despite Her Party Label

The National Rifle Association endorsed
state Senate Majority Leader Debbie
Halvorson (D) in the race to replace retir-
ing Rep. Jerry Weller (R) last week, calling
her “a key ally for gun owners.” 

“The Illinois state legislature is not often
a friendly place for gun rights,” the firearms
lobby wrote in its endorsement. “With anti-
gun demagogues such as Gov. Rod Blago-
jevich (D) and [Chicago] Mayor Richard
Daley (D) constantly pressing for even
more restrictions on Second Amendment
rights, it can be a tough place to stand up for
freedom.

“But Sen. Halvorson has done just that
over the past decade in the Illinois Senate,”
the NRA added. “When her party leaders
pressed an anti-gun agenda, Halvorson
pushed back.”  

Halvorson remains locked in a con-
tentious battle with Chicago-area concrete
magnate Martin Ozinga. The GOP politi-
cal novice has been the subject of more than
$750,000 worth of negative ads paid for by
the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee. 

Halvorson, who must draw significant
conservative support to win, said in a state-
ment, “I couldn’t be more proud to have the
NRA by my side.” 

“Protecting the Second Amendment 
isn’t just an election year issue for me,” she
said. “For more than a decade, I’ve fought
hard to protect gun owners from politicians
who want to unduly restrict your right to
own a gun, and I’ll keep up the fight in Con-
gress.”

— Matthew Murray

Kentucky

Courier-Journal Wants
2nd Term for Yarmuth

Rep. John Yarmuth (D) picked up the
support of the Louisville Courier-Journal
over the weekend and earned the backing of
the Fraternal Order of Police on Monday. 

The endorsements signal an increasingly
favorable climate for the freshman, who is
facing a rematch against former Rep. Anne
Northup (R). The FOP endorsed Northup
in 2006, although she ultimately lost to
Yarmuth 51 percent to 48 percent.The re-
match in the Louisville-based 3rd district is
one of the most closely watched races this
year, with polls indicating a small lead for
Yarmuth. 

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-
Md.) touched down in Louisville on Mon-
day for a roundtable discussion, organized
by Yarmuth, on the economic stimulus pack-
age.

— Jessica Brady

Hoyer Tops List of Pols
Aiding Boswell Effort

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-
Md.) joined by Gov. Steve Beshear (D) and
former Sen. Wendell Ford (D), headlined a
fundraiser for 2nd district candidate David
Boswell (D) while Hoyer was in the Blue-
grass State on Monday.

Boswell, a five-term state Senator, is run-
ning against state Sen. Brett Guthrie (R) in
a tight race that has garnered the attention
and money of both national parties. A poll

released Monday commissioned by the De-
mocratic Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee showed Boswell leading Guthrie 47
percent  to 41 percent with a 4.9-point error
margin. The DCCC and National Republi-
can Congressional Committee have spent a
combined $1 million in the Republican-
leaning district, represented for 14 years by
retiring Rep. Ron Lewis (R). 

The Louisville Courier-Journal and the
Elizabethtown News-Enterprise endorsed
Boswell over the weekend. 

— J.B.

Kerrey Is Latest Party
Star to Help Lunsford

The parade of big-name Democrats head-
ing to Kentucky to try to help knock off Sen-
ate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R)
continued over the weekend when former
Nebraska Sen. Bob Kerrey threw his sup-
port behind Democrat Bruce Lunsford at a
rally in Hardin County.

Democrats are going all-out in their effort
to take down the highest-profile Republican
in the Senate, and Lunsford has hosted re-
cent visits from former President Bill Clin-
ton, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.)
and former Georgia Sen. Max Cleland (D),
among other party stars. In his endorsement
of Lunsford on Saturday, Kerrey continued
the Democratic line of attack that paints 
McConnell as a handmaiden of the Bush ad-
ministration.

“The policy of Bush and McConnell is
that you cut taxes for wealthy people, and
they’ll invest and spend that money and it’ll
be good for the middle class,” Kerrey said.
“It has never worked, and it is not working
in 2008.”

— John McArdle

Georgia

CBC Comes to Aid of
Suddenly Shaky Scott

Members of the Congressional Black
Caucus on Monday attacked the campaign
of Republican physician Deborah Honey-
cutt, accusing her of trying to convince vot-
ers that she is in fact connected to the De-
mocratic Party in her effort to oust three-term
Rep. David Scott (D).

During a conference call with reporters,
members of the CBC — House Majority
Whip James Clyburn (D-S.C.) and Reps.
John Lewis (D-Ga.) and Kendrick Meek (D-
Fla.) — criticized Honeycutt for using mail-
ings in the district that appear to come from
Democrats while using a harsh anti-
Democratic message on the national level to
raise some $4.3 million. 

The decision by three of the CBC’s top
members — including the third-most-
powerful Democrat in the House, Clyburn
— to become involved is another sign that
national Democrats are suddenly concerned
about a race no one predicted would be close
even a few weeks ago.

Clyburn acknowledged that Honeycutt’s
significant fundraising on the national level
“ought to be of concern for everybody.”

Clyburn also took aim at an ad paid for by
the group Democrats for Good Government,
which accuses “old line” black leaders sup-
porting Scott of having “sold their souls for
money” while featuring a red, white and blue
donkey similar to the one used by the De-
mocratic Party.

Democrats accused Honeycutt’s cam-
paign of creating the organization as a way
to attack Scott. “This so-called Democrats

for Good Government is nothing more than
a shell corporation,” Clyburn said.

“Am I one of these ‘old line’ leaders?”
asked Lewis, a civil rights icon, during the
conference call, arguing that Honeycutt’s
national and state fundraising and mailings
have been misleading.

Although Scott, a member of the CBC, is
still expected to win re-election, national De-
mocrats have decided to take no chances in
a district that would on first blush seem to
be an easy win.

A fundraising e-mail for Scott’s campaign
last week led with the blaring headline
“Emergency Funds Needed for Rep. David
Scott,” and a recent poll by Cooper & Se-
crest Associates put him only 5 points ahead,
43 percent to 38 percent. Scott beat Honey-
cutt in 2006 by more than 30 points.

— John Stanton

Wisconsin

Kagen Drops $180,000
Into Re-Election Effort

Rep. Steve Kagen (D) reached into his
own pockets over the weekend in his fight
to hold his 8th district seat. 

Kagen loaned his campaign $180,000, ac-
cording to a Federal Election Commission
filing on Saturday.

The freshman Congressman is in a tight
re-election race against former state Speak-
er John Gard (R).

The move came after Gard outraised Ka-
gen in the first two weeks of October, ac-
cording to FEC reports. As of Oct. 15, Gard
had $487,000 on hand compared with Ka-
gen’s $193,000. Gard raised $135,000 com-
pared with Kagen’s $59,000 during the first
two weeks of October. 

This isn’t the first time that Kagen has
looked to his own resources on the campaign
trail. In 2006, Kagen, a wealthy allergist,
dropped nearly $2.6 million on his campaign
to take the open seat being vacated by Re-
publican Rep. Mark Green. 

“John Gard is proud of the fact that the
majority of his campaign contributions
come from people who live in and work and
vote in Wisconsin,” Gard spokesman Mark
Graul said. 

Graul said Gard will not put any of his
own money into the campaign.

“John Gard doesn’t have Steve Kagen’s
wealth or support from D.C. special inter-
ests,” Graul said.

Kagen spokesman Jake Rubin defended
his boss’ decision.

“John Gard’s friends in Big Banks, Big
Oil and Big Insurance are bankrolling his
negative campaign for more of the same
policies that have destroyed our economy,
while Congressman Kagen is working hard
to bring about all the changes families in
Northeast Wisconsin need because he is on
their side and cannot be bought,” Rubin
wrote in an e-mail. 

— Anna Palmer

Arizona

Lord Breaks Faith With
Chairman’s Frank Talk

Attorney Bob Lord (D), hoping to oust
Rep. John Shadegg (R) in the Republican-
leaning 3rd district, has released a statement
repudiating remarks that House Financial
Services Chairman Barney Frank (D-Mass.)
made regarding defense spending—though
not what Frank said on taxes.

Last week, Frank suggested in a meeting

with the editorial board of a Massachusetts
newspaper that Congressional Democrats
would “eventually” push to raise taxes and
cut defense spending by 25 percent.

The National Republican Congressional
Committee immediately pounced on the re-
marks and attempted to tether them to De-
mocratic House candidates. 

Lord, running a surprisingly competitive
race against Shadegg in the solidly conser-
vative suburban Phoenix district, said Mon-
day that he is against cuts to defense spend-
ing, although he did not reject Frank’s state-
ments on tax increases.

“We are fighting a war on terror, and to
win it we need to be both tough and smart
in our allocation of resources,” Lord said in
a statement released by his campaign. “I
strongly disagree with Rep. Barney Frank’s
recent proposed cuts.”

— D.M.D.

New Hampshire

NAM Offers Late Help
For Struggling Sununu

The National Association of Manufactur-
ers made an under-the-wire endorsement of
Sen. John Sununu (R) on Monday. Sununu
is considered to be the underdog this cycle in
a rematch against his 2002 opponent, former
Gov. Jeanne Shaheen (D). 

In a statement from his campaign, Sununu
welcomed the group’s backing. 

“In the Senate, I have worked to create a
pro-growth, pro-manufacturing environment
by cosponsoring and passing legislation for
renewable energy tax credits, advocating for
small businesses to band together to purchase
health care and led the effort to pass the inter-
net access tax ban,” he said.

Public polls have given Shaheen the edge
in the contest, though Republicans are confi-
dent that Sununu can eke out a win next week..

— Shira Toeplitz 

Alabama

Blue Dogs Barking and
Biting for Mayor Bright

Two leaders of the Blue Dog Coalition of
conservative Democrats headed to southeast
Alabama’s 2nd district on Monday to cam-
paign with candidate Bobby Bright, who is
hoping to swing the seat of retiring Rep. Ter-
ry Everett (R) into the Democratic column
this fall.

Reps. John Tanner (Tenn.) and Allen
Boyd (Fla.), co-chairmen of the Blue Dogs,
talked up Bright’s conservative credentials
at their campaign stops with the Mont-
gomery mayor.

“As a member of the Blue Dogs, Bobby
will be in the powerful position of helping
eliminate the enormous debt facing our
country,” Tanner said. “He has already
shown he is a good steward of taxpayer mon-
ey by balancing the budget every year as
mayor and even creating a $30 million rainy-
day fund. He has also done a great job revi-
talizing Montgomery’s downtown and en-
ticing new businesses to the area.”

But no matter how much he plays up his
conservative qualifications and tries to di-
vorce himself from the more liberal leaders
of his party, Bright will still have a “D” next
to his name on the ballot this fall. And Re-
publicans are working hard to convince vot-
ers that state Rep. Jay Love (R) will be a
better representative of the district’s conser-
vative interests in Washington, D.C.

— J.M.

Page 12 ROLL CALL POLITICS  Tuesday, October 28, 2008

At the Races RollCall.com/electionmapRollCall.com/ietracker



Tuesday, October 28, 2008  ROLL CALL Page 13

Alabama
2nd district

New

Jay Love (R) 47%

Bobby Bright (D) 45%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 21-23 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Bright 50%

Love 43%
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner (D) poll of 403 likely voters

conducted for the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee Oct. 20-21. It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Arizona
3rd district

New

Rep. John Shadegg (R) 50%

Bob Lord (D) 40%

Other 2%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken Oct. 20-22 for

the Daily Kos (D) Web site. It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

California
4th district

New

Charlie Brown (D) 48%

Tom McClintock (R) 42%

Other 4%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-22 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Brown 46%

McClintock 41%

Other 5%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Sept. 23-25 for Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Florida
13th district

New

Rep. Vern Buchanan (R) 45%

Christine Jennings (D) 34%

Other 8%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-22 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Buchanan 46%

Jennings 30%

Jan Schneider (I) 8%
Public Opinion Strategies (R) poll of 400 likely voters 

taken Oct. 1 for the National Republican Congressional
Committee. It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

21st district

New

Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R) 45%

Raul Martinez (D) 44%

Other 1%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-23 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Diaz-Balart 48%

Martinez 43%
Carlos McDonald poll of 300 likely voters taken 

exclusively for WSCV-TV Sept. 27-Oct. 1. 
It had a 5.7-point margin of error.

25th district

New

Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R) 46%

Joe Garcia (D) 43%

Other 1%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-22 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Diaz-Balart 45%

Garcia 42%
Hamilton Campaigns (D) poll of 500 likely 

voters conducted Oct. 8-9 for Garcia. 
It had a 4.4-point margin of error.

Georgia
Senate

New

Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R) 45%

Jim Martin (D) 39%

Allen Buckley (L) 5%
Mason-Dixon poll of 625 likely voters taken Oct. 22-23 for

NBC News. It had a 3.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Chambliss 46%

Martin 44%
Strategic Vision (R) poll of 800 likely voters conducted

Oct. 20-22. It had a 3.5-point margin of error.

Illinois
10th district

New

Dan Seals (D) 49%

Rep. Mark Kirk (R) 43%

Other 1%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-22 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Kirk 47%

Seals 41%
Bennett, Petts and Normington (D) poll of 400 

likely voters taken Oct. 15-16 for Progress Illinois, 
with a 4.9-point margin of error.

Kentucky
2nd district

New

David Boswell (D) 47%

Brett Guthrie (R) 41%
Benenson Strategy Group (D) poll of 401 likely voters 

conducted for the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee Oct. 20-21. It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Guthrie 51%

Boswell 42%
SurveyUSA poll of 599 likely voters taken Oct. 15-17 for

WHAS-TV. It had a 4.1-point margin of error.

Louisiana
6th district

New

Rep. Don Cazayoux (D) 38%

Bill Cassidy (R) 36%

Michael Jackson (I) 14%
Fabrizio, McLaughlin & Associates (R) poll of 
300 likely voters taken Oct. 22-23 for Cassidy. 

It had a 5.7-point margin of error.

Previous

Cazayoux 46%

Cassidy 29%

Jackson 9%
Bennett, Petts and Normington poll (D) of 400 registered
voters taken Oct. 8-9 for the Democratic Congressional

Campaign Committee. It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Maryland
1st district

New

Andy Harris (R) 44%

Frank Kratovil (D) 40%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-23 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Kratovil 43%

Harris 41%
Garin-Hart-Yang Research Group (D) poll of 

401 likely voters conducted Oct. 6-7 for Kratovil. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Minnesota
6th district

New

El Tinklenberg (D) 45%

Rep. Michele Bachmann (R) 43%

Bob Anderson (I) 5%
Minnesota Public Radio/University of Minnesota 

poll of 430 likely voters conducted Oct. 21-23. 
It had a 4.7-point margin of error.

Previous

Bachmann 40%

Tinklenberg 27%
Alliance for a Better Minnesota poll of 400 likely voters

taken Aug. 19-21. It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Missouri
9th district

New

Blaine Luetkemeyer (R) 47%

Judy Baker (D) 42%

Other 8%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 20-22 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Luetkemeyer 49%

Baker 40%

Other 6%
A Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

for the Daily Kos (D) Web site Sept. 17-18. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

New Hampshire
Senate

New

Jeanne Shaheen (D) 49%

Sen. John Sununu (R) 36%

Other 2%
University of New Hampshire poll conducted for the 

Boston Globe. It queried 725 likely voters Oct. 18-22 
and had a 3.6-point margin of error.

Previous

Shaheen 50%

Sununu 43%
Research 2000 poll of 600 likely voters taken Oct. 17-19

for the Concord Monitor. It had a 4-point margin of error.

Pennsylvania
3rd district

New

Rep. Phil English (R) 47%

Kathy Dahlkemper (D) 45%
Public Opinion Strategies (R) poll of 350 

registered voters taken Oct. 22-23 for English. 
It had a 5.2-point margin of error.

Previous

Dahlkemper 48%

English 41%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters conducted 

Oct. 6-8 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Texas
7th district

New

Rep. John Culberson (R) 49%

Michael Skelly (D) 44%

Drew Parks (L) 3%
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner (D) poll of 400 

likely voters taken Oct. 22-23 for Skelly. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

New

Culberson 48%

Skelly 41%

Other/Undecided 12%
Zogby International poll of 421 likely voters 

conducted Oct. 20-22 for the Houston Chronicle. 
It had a 4.8-point margin of error.

10th district

New

Rep. Mike McCaul (R) 46%

Larry Joe Doherty (D) 42%

Other 4%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 21-23 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

McCaul 43%

Doherty 34%
Goodwin Simon Victoria Research (D) poll 

of 400 likely voters taken for Doherty May 27-31. 
It had a 5-point margin of error.

22nd district

New

Pete Olson (R) 42%

Rep. Nick Lampson (D) 42%

John Wieder (L) 3%
Benenson Strategy Group (D) poll of 400 likely voters 

conducted Oct. 18-20 for Lampson. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Washington
8th district

New

Rep. Dave Reichert (R) 46%

Darcy Burner (D) 46%

Other 1%
Research 2000 poll of 400 likely voters taken 

Oct. 21-23 for the Daily Kos (D) Web site. 
It had a 4.9-point margin of error.

Previous

Burner 50%

Reichert 46%
SurveyUSA poll of 641 likely voters taken Oct. 20-21 for

KING-TV. It had a 4-point margin of error.

PollVault A ROUNDUP OF RECENT POLL RESULTS



By David M. Drucker
ROLL CALL STAFF

If Sen. Gordon Smith (R-Ore.) were sim-
ply running for re-election against state
Speaker Jeff Merkley (D), he’d probably be
heading toward re-election. But he’s not.

Smith is also running against a political
atmosphere that is among the most toxic for
Republicans in decades, a GOP president
whose Oregon approval ratings are below
the 26.5 percent national average, a Demo-
cratic voter-registration advantage that has
grown to nearly 10 points in 12 months, and
a top-of-the-ticket tide that could see Sen.
Barack Obama (D-Ill.) swamp Sen. John
McCain (R-Ariz.) by double digits.

“I think this race is going to turn on how
many Obama voters are going to go down-
ballot and support Smith,” said Tim Hib-
bitts, an independent pollster based in Port-
land. “This race is still in play.”

As of Monday, the average of the last five
polls taken in the race showed Merkley lead-
ing Smith 45 percent to 41 percent, with 8
percent undecided. Obama’s average lead
over McCain was 15 points. 

A new auto-dial poll released Monday
and taken for a Portland television station by
SurveyUSA had Merkley leading Smith 
49 percent to 42 percent, with 4 percent un-
decided and 5 percent choosing Constitution
Party candidate Dave Brownlow. Brown-
low, a libertarian-style conservative, is con-
sidered enough of a problem for Smith that
the Senator recently went on television with

an ad critical of the third-party candidate. 
Merkley began to exhibit a narrow lead in

the polls only in mid- to late September, and
that trend has continued. 

Still, the knock on Merkley is that he has
yet to close the deal. One Democratic strate-
gist said voters still don’t know who he is,

suggesting that Merkley is benefitting in
large part from the “D” next to his name and
Obama’s strength in Oregon. 

In perhaps a tacit acknowledgement of that
analysis, the Merkley campaign late last week
began running a television ad on statewide
broadcast and cable television featuring Oba-
ma talking straight to the camera and urging
voters to elect the Oregon Speaker.

“Oregon, you have a choice,” Obama says
in the 30-second spot. “Do you stick with
the failed Washington policies that put CEOs
and special interests first, or do you choose
real change? That change is Jeff Merkley.”

Still, Smith, despite the several obstacles

standing between him and a third term, re-
mains in the game.

Smith has always performed well with in-
dependent female voters, and his reputation as
a pragmatic moderate who crosses party lines
— particularly to work with popular Sen. Ron
Wyden (D-Ore.) — is well-established. 

The Merkley campaign describes Smith’s
reputation for bipartisanship as the “Smith
myth,” calling it the only factor in Smith’s
favor with Election Day one week away.

Smith, who today is scheduled to begin a
statewide bus tour to close out the campaign,
has advertised heavily to inform voters of
legislation he has co-sponsored with Oba-
ma and the work he has done for Oregon in
conjunction with Wyden. Even some De-
mocrats concede Smith’s reputation for
moderation and bipartisanship is solid
enough with Democrats and independents
that he could yet win re-election.

“What Oregonians are craving right now is
change and a breakthrough from the partisan
gridlock paralyzing Washington, D.C.,” Smith
campaign spokeswoman Lindsay Gilbride
said. “The only candidate who embodies bi-
partisan leadership is Gordon Smith.”

The Merkley campaign, however, insists it
is better positioned to capitalize on the Ore-
gon electorate’s desire for change in Washing-
ton, D.C. — and it is buoyed by what it feels
is a better ground game anchored by a strong
in-state presence by the Obama campaign.

Because Oregon is a mail-only voting
state, political parties and partisan third-par-

ty groups are able to track ballot returns and
specifically target those desired registered
voters who have yet to mail in their ballots.

Beaver State Democrats, aided by organ-
ized labor, tend to do a better job of target-
ing their partisans and getting them to mail
in their ballots than do the Republicans.

Democrats monitoring ballot returns say
enrolled voters in their party have outpaced
Republicans thus far by about 10 percent.
Democrats also contend the Obama cam-
paign’s turnout operation far exceeds the ef-
fort of the Smith campaign and the Repub-
lican National Committee’s Victory Pro-
gram, although the Smith campaign argues
its grass-roots network is vast and effective.

The Merkley campaign dismisses sugges-
tions that its candidate is headed toward vic-
tory simply because the Democratic Party
and Obama are more popular than the GOP
and McCain. 

Merkley’s team argues that the Democrat
has outlined an agenda that focuses on the
single most important issue on voters’minds
— the economy — and that is why Smith is
headed toward retirement.

Merkley is now pushing for Congress to
return to Capitol Hill for a lame-duck post-
election session in order to pass an econom-
ic stimulus package that includes a retroac-
tive tax cut for middle-income earners.

“It will be a close election,” Merkley cam-
paign spokesman Matt Canter said. “But
there’s no question that Oregon wants change,
and Jeff Merkley is the candidate of change.”
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Will Obama Coattails Pull Merkley to Victory? 

By Shira Toeplitz
ROLL CALL STAFF

When Sen. John Sununu (R-N.H.) was
down 20 points in the polls earlier this year,
Democrats and even some Republicans
wrote off his re-election campaign. 

Even National Republican Senatorial
Committee Chairman John Ensign (Nev.)
said he had his doubts. 

“John Sununu told me six months ago, he
laid out what was going to happen in this
race, and it is happening exactly like he said

it would,” Ensign said last week. “I was
skeptical when he said that, but it’s happen-
ing exactly like he said it would.”

At a joint event last week with Democra-
tic Senatorial Campaign Committee Chair-
man Charles Schumer (N.Y.), Ensign re-
vealed that NRSC tracking polls showed Su-
nunu within 4 points of former Gov. Jeanne
Shaheen (D) — a far cry from the state of
the race earlier this year.

“Our own polling had him 14 points down
[earlier this year],” Ensign said. “And he has
literally closed in the last several weeks, then
he stayed about 9 points down for a while,
then he stayed about 6 points down for a

week and half, and now it’s about 4 points.”
The NRSC would not disclose details of

its tracking polls.
Public polls show Sununu trailing Sha-

heen by more than 4 points. A poll taken for
the Concord Monitor gave Shaheen a larg-
er lead, 50 percent to 43 percent, among 600
likely voters interviewed on Oct. 17-19. The
Research 2000 poll had a 4-point margin of
error. 

“The polling we’ve seen is much more in
line with the Concord Monitor poll than the
numbers the NRSC seems to have,” said
DSCC spokesman Matt Miller, who de-
clined to give out his committee’s survey of
the race.

Republicans say Sununu was behind un-
til Election Day in 2002, when he upset Sha-
heen with a 51 percent to 47 percent victo-
ry. Miller disputed that, saying polling
showed Sununu was only trailing his oppo-
nent in the primary, plus the Senator should
be ahead this cycle because he is running as
an incumbent. 

But Sununu might have bigger problems
on his hands than polling history.

GOP presidential nominee Sen. John 
McCain (Ariz.) was expected to have a good
shot at winning New Hampshire, but he is
quickly falling behind Democratic nominee
Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.). 

Sununu must also play well in the GOP-
leaning 1st district, where former Rep. Jeb
Bradley (R) is challenging Rep. Carol Shea-
Porter (D), who won the seat in 2006 in an
upset. While Bradley initially led Shea-
Porter in polling through September, the De-
mocrat now generally boasts a single-digit
lead over the Republican in the same polls.

Rockingham County Democratic

Chairwoman Lenore Patton said she sees
Sununu as the strongest candidate on the
GOP ticket but predicted he has about the
same chances of winning as Bradley on
Election Day. 

“I would say that probably he’s got few-
er negatives than Bradley and McCain, so
he might be a little stronger than them,” Pat-
ton said. “But I don’t think he’s going to be
strong enough to win.”

Patton said that while this Senate race is
now competitive, it seems Sununu’s cam-
paign has been static these past few weeks. 

“The perception is that he’s been stagnant,”
she said. “With a week to go, if he hasn’t
moved up in the polls, he’s not going to.” 

Many New Hampshire Democratic insid-
ers are confident that Shaheen is going to
win, though their Republican counterparts
still consider the Senate race to be a tossup.
What’s more, some Republican insiders see
Bradley in a better spot than Sununu. 

A least one high-level Granite State Re-

publican said he could envision an Elec-
tion Day scenario in which Sununu comes
up short by a few points in his race, but
Bradley ekes out a win in the 1st district.
The same high-level Republican said he
could not envision an Election Day sce-
nario in the reverse. 

But Granite State Republican strategist
Greg Moore said that while McCain and
Bradley slip behind, Sununu at least appears
to be on the upswing.

“If can he continue to close the gap be-
tween now and Election Day, he can certain-
ly pull this off,” Moore said. 

Moore said the question remains whether
Sununu can successfully run ahead of other
Republican candidates in the state to keep
his seat.

Still, Sununu’s relative comeback puts
him in a better spot than some of his fellow
New Hampshire GOP candidates — and al-
most every other Republican Senator in the
country up for re-election this cycle.

Ensign Says GOP Polls
Show Sununu Closing   

‘I think this race is going to
turn on how many Obama
voters are going to go
downballot and support
Smith.’

Tim Hibbitts
Portland-based independent pollster

‘The perception is that
[Sununu has] been
stagnant. With a week to
go, if he hasn’t moved up in
the polls, he’s not going to.’

Lenore Patton
Chairwoman, Rockingham County Democrats
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GOP Sen. John Sununu has trailed former Gov. Jeanne Shaheen all year in their
Senate rematch, but Republicans say Sununu is closing the gap. 



By Stephen Langel
CONGRESSNOW STAFF

Unable to directly attack Sen. Tim John-
son (D-S.D.) by suggesting that Johnson is
not physically up to the job, the Senator’s
Republican challenger is attempting to use
the nation’s financial straits to cut into John-
son’s sizable lead.

State Rep. Joel Dykstra (R) isarguing that
the Senator did not do enough to prevent the
financial crisis. But the argument is not car-
rying much force, as Johnson has a wide lead
in the polls and is expected to glide to re-
election.

Johnson, in his role as a senior member of
the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs Committee and as chairman of its

Subcommittee on Financial Institutions,
should take a lot of the blame for problems
in the financial markets, Dykstra told Roll
Call. Johnson “clearly had a responsibility
to sound the alarm or take some action.”

While Johnson held a 30-point lead over
Dykstra in a recent poll conducted by his
campaign, the challenger continues to be-
lieve the country’s financial problems and
the Senator’s own ailments will help turn the
tide. Johnson suffered a brain aneurysm in
late 2006, which has hindered hisspeech and
his ability to walk.

These issues will make a difference when
people enter the voting booth, Dykstra
added. 

But Johnson’s campaign manager, Steve
Jarding, said that Johnson has widened his
lead since Dykstra started questioning the
Senator’s health.

“It looks like a negative shot, and people
are kind of recoiling against it,” he said.

Which may explain why Dykstra is now
focusing on Johnson’s oversight role during
the financial meltdown.

The Banking Committee needed to do
more oversight and curb the offering of sub-
prime loans by Freddie Mac and Fannie
Mae, Dykstra said. Providing these loans to
people who could not afford them caused
the economic problems the country now
faces, he said. The committee’s inaction
“clearly enabled” Freddie and Fannie to of-
fer these loans, he added.

Johnson’s inaction tells voters that the
Senator was either unwilling or unable to
take the necessary steps to protect the finan-
cial markets, Dykstra said. The Senator is
also one of the largest recipients of contri-
butions from financial service companies,
he added.

“It looks like conflict of interest,” Dykstra
said. “It smacks of insiders playing the sys-
tem.”

But Jarding said those criticisms are not
credible, given that the Senator sought addi-
tional oversight of Freddie and Fannie as ear-
ly as 2003. Johnson and other Democrats on
the committee also took legislative steps to
reform Freddie and Fannie, but were
blocked by Republicans, who were in the
majority for six of the past eight years, and
by the Bush administration, a spokeswoman
for Johnson added.

A Senate Democratic aide agreed that
Banking was not to blame.

“The Banking Committee was at the fore-
front of sounding the alarms” on Freddie and
Fannie, and the White House blocked the

committee’s reform ef-
forts, the aide said. Fred-
die and Fannie, the aide
continued, were not lead-
ing the charge toward
subprime loans.

But the White House
strongly disagreed with
that assessment.

“That’s a joke,” White House spokesman
Tony Fratto said. Democrats’reform efforts
would have “institutionalized weak over-
sight” of Fannie and Freddie. “The Democ-
rats can try as hard as they want to rewrite
history on this, but the history is clear: Con-
gressional Democrats steadfastly blocked
the creation of a strong, independent regu-
latory [agency] with the authority to prevent
risky activity by Fannie and Freddie — while
at the same time encouraging Fannie and
Freddie to take on more risk.”

Furthermore, the committee did all it
could to regulate these entities, given that the
Securities and Exchange Commission had
maintained until very recently that every-
thing was fine, the committee spokes-
woman, Julianne Fisher, said.

“Becoming a Member of the Senate does
not give you clairvoyance. It’s not part of the
job description,” she said. 

Several financial analysts and lobbyists
agreed.

“There really isn’t much more [Banking]
could have done,” a financial analyst said.
The perception that housing prices would
continue to rise is something Congress could
not have changed, and the brokers and non-
bank lenders who played a central role in the
crisis are not subject to the Banking Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction, a banking lobbyist
added.

While Congress could have done more to
ensure that Freddie and Fannie were better
capitalized and taking on lower risk invest-
ments, this economic crisis was the fault of
both parties, the analyst said. There are so

many explanations for
the crisis that it’s hard to
assign blame to any one
group. 

“I don’t think anybody
in the world anticipated
this,” the banking lobby-
ist added. But “hind-
sight’s always great.”

These experts also rejected Dykstra’s al-
legations of conflict of interest against John-
son. Such a claim is “the oldest trick in the
book” for a challenger without any proof of
the link between contributions and John-
son’s decisions, so that argument will not
stand, the banking lobbyist said. “It’s total-
ly bogus, it’s vacuous, it’s lame.”

Meanwhile, even if he is not directly at-
tacking, Dykstra has called into question
Johnson’s capability to do the job given his
physical condition.

“We’ve been careful not to attack on that
issue, but let the voters’own sense of doubt”
drive this, Dykstra told Roll Call. 

Dykstra is questioning whether Johnson
can continue to run his subcommittee and
advocate effectively for South Dakota, giv-
en problems he faces in communicating. In
particular, the Dykstra campaign has fo-
cused on Johnson’s refusal to hold debates
during the campaign.

“It’s clear they don’t think he could sur-
vive any public scrutiny,” Dykstra said. 

Dykstra’s campaign will ramp up these
arguments now that Johnson pulled out of a
local television interview that was scheduled
for earlier this month. They will revise their
ads and focus on this issue in upcoming
speeches to “pound this home,” Dykstra
said. 

But Johnson has not missed a single vote
since he returned to the Senate and contin-
ues to deliver funding for South Dakota,
Jarding responded.

Dykstra, he said, is “barking up the wrong
tree.”
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‘Congressional Democrats
steadfastly blocked the
creation of a strong,
independent regulatory
[agency] with the authority
to prevent risky activity.’

Tony Fratto
White House spokesman

closing fast, which was also the case in 2006,
when the Congressman edged ex-Rep. Mac
Collins (R) by 1 point, even though it was a
strong year for Democrats nationally — and
polls had showed Marshall with a slightly
bigger lead. The Marshall-Collins race was
one of the 10 closest House contests of last
cycle.

The 8th district is conservative. President
Bush took 61 percent of the vote there in
2004, and even today, when Bush’s poll
numbers nationally are abysmal, 40 percent
of 8th district voters said they approved of
his job performance.

That conservative bent is also reflected in
the 2008 presidential matchup in the Roll
Call poll. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.),
whose overall lead in Georgia appears ever
more tenuous, had an advantage of 56 per-
cent to 40 percent over Sen. Barack Obama
(D-Ill.) in the 8th district, according to Sur-
veyUSA.

When asked which party was better
equipped to handle the nation’s economic
crisis, 56 percent of the district’s voters said
the Republicans, while 39 percent said the
Democrats — a number that is at odds with
the nationwide trend. 

But African-American voters might be the
wild card in the 8th district equation. Blacks
make up one-third of the district’s popula-
tion and accounted for 31 percent of the vot-

ers queried by SurveyUSA. If the black
turnout is higher — and experts are predict-
ing a record turnout of African-American
voters in statewide thanks to Obama’s can-
didacy — then Marshall’s margin over God-
dard could improve. Marshall had a 9-1 ad-
vantage over Goddard among black voters
in the poll; Goddard had a 2-1 lead in the
white vote.

Marshall can also take comfort in that he
led among poll respondents who had already
voted by 8 percent; he and Goddard were
tied among those who had not yet gone to
the polls.

But Goddard is one of the top Republican
recruits of the cycle. He is the former com-
mander of the massive Warner Robins Air
Logistics Center at Robins Air Force Base,

the biggest employer in the district, and is a
well-known and popular figure throughout
the area.

Still, in a pro-military district, Marshall
has an impeccable military background as
well. An Army brat, he dropped out of
Princeton University in 1968 to become an
Army Ranger and serve in Vietnam. He was
wounded in combat twice and was awarded
the Purple Heart.

Marshall is one of the most conservative
Democrats in Congress, occasionally even
racking up a higher score from the Ameri-
can Conservative Union than he does from
the liberal Americans for Democratic Ac-
tion. In the Roll Call poll, 27 percent of self-
identified conservatives cast their lot with
Marshall instead of Goddard. By contrast,
just 14 percent of conservatives expressed a
preference for Obama in the presidential tri-
al heat.

Marshall, a former mayor of Macon, first
ran for Congress in 2000, losing to then-Rep.
Saxby Chambliss (R). He narrowly won an
open seat in a redrawn district two years lat-
er, at the same time that Chambliss was elect-
ed to the Senate.

After Marshall won a surprisingly easy re-
election in 2004, Georgia Republicans re-
drew his district to make it more difficult for
him the next time. They succeeded — and
the Congressman continues to face political
peril as a result.

MARSHALL, from page 1

The Marshall Plan
Rep. Jim Marshall (D-Ga.) remains one of the most vulnerable Members of the
House, and a new poll conducted exclusively for Roll Call bears it out. African-
American turnout could be key in the otherwise conservative 8th district. Roll
Call’s poll, conducted by the automated firm SurveyUSA, projected that black vot-
ers would make up 31 percent of the electorate. If black turnout is even higher,
Marshall would probably be in better shape.

Congressional election All Voters Conservative Moderate Liberal White Black

Rep. Jim Marshall (D) 49% 27% 68% 77% 33% 84%

Rick Goddard (R) 45 70 27 13 62 9

Undecided 6 3 6 10 5 8

Presidential election

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 56% 84% 34% 19% 79% 7%

Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) 40 14 61 78 18 89

Other 2 2 3 1 2 2

Undecided 2 1 3 1 2 2
SurveyUSA poll of 634 likely voters taken Oct. 25-26 for Roll Call. 

It had a 4-point margin of error. Numbers have been rounded.

Johnson Dykstra

Dykstra Hits Johnson on Finance, Not Health

Political Novice Goddard Is in Striking Distance 
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Democratic supporters crowded into the Danville Community Market in Danville,
Va., last week when vice presidential nominee Sen. Joseph Biden came through to
campaign. Above left: Supporter Marilyn Bunter dances and gives the thumbs up at
the rally.

Virginia Is for

Photos by Douglas Graham



A crowd estimated at 10,000 people turned out to cheer on Republican vice presiden-
tial nominee Sarah Palin on Monday at J.R. Festival Lakes in Leesburg, Va. Above
right: Virginia Rep. Frank Wolf addresses the crowd.
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Goode (R) and an example of why new lead-
ership, focused on reviving small business-
es, is needed in the 5th district.

That message has caught fire. Now, Per-
riello — a 34-year old attorney who was a
political unknown when he entered the race
— could be the surprise of the common-
wealth on election night.

If he wins, it will be a sign that the Demo-
cratic wave on Election Day has turned into
a flood.

Polls taken just two months ago showed
the six-term Congressman ahead by more
than 30 points in this conservative south-
central Virginia district. Perriello’s internal
polling, taken in mid-October, showed him
just 6 points behind. 

The Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee sees an opportunity in the
district. The committee has spent $325,000
in independent expenditures in recent
weeks on the race, most of it going to fund
TV ads. By comparison, Perriello’s entire
media budget for the cycle is about
$750,000. 

As of last week, the DCCC began buying
time in the Richmond media market, which
covers about 15 percent of the district. It was
an area that Perriello’s campaign had already
deemed too expensive to play in on televi-
sion, and the campaign had planned to cov-
er the territory with mailings and field oper-
ations.

Perriello is also expected to benefit from
a Democratic presidential campaign that
has made Virginia a priority this cycle. That
could be especially important because Sen.
Barack Obama’s (Ill.) presence on the tick-
et is expected to boost voter turnout among
the district’s 24 percent black population.
Perriello’s latest polling numbers conserv-
atively estimated that black voters would
make up 18 percent of the electorate on
Election Day, leaving plenty of room for
growth.

“He’s young, he’s energetic, he can raise
money and this is the right time,” Joyce
Glaise, a former Danville City Council

member, said as she headed into the Biden
rally on Friday.

But another Democratic supporter noted
as she was waiting in line that the 5th dis-
trict “is very Republican, so it’s going to take
a lot.”

The 5th district voted for President Bush
by double-digit margins in 2000 and 2004,
and Goode’s worst performance in six elec-
tions came in 2006 when he beat Democrat
Al Weed by a very comfortable 19-point
margin.

Goode does his own press and prides him-
self for being “hands-on” when it comes to
constituent issues.

That trait — not to mention his pro-
nounced southwestern Virginia drawl — has
made it very hard for any Democrat to ar-
gue that Goode has “gone Washington” dur-
ing his time on Capitol Hill.

But Goode’s hands-on approach in al-
most every aspect of his campaign has also
been criticized by some Republicans, who
say it isn’t a feasible way to run a modern

campaign.
One Virginia Republican consult-

ant argued Monday that Goode runs
“a 19th-century campaign in the 21st
century” and that it allowed an un-
known candidate to establish himself
and become credible in a contest that
should have been a slam-dunk for
Goode. 

“At the end of the day, does Virgil
lose? No. He’s too well-known. But at some
point in time, this election ought to serve as
a wake-up call” for how Goode runs his cam-
paigns, the consultant said.

As the race has narrowed in recent weeks,
Goode’s response has been to paint Perriel-
lo as a liberal lawyer whose political philos-
ophy doesn’t fit with the conservative val-
ues of the district. 

Perriello was raised in Albemarle Coun-
ty, which is home to the liberal bastion of
Charlottesville, and he earned his law degree

in Connecticut at Yale University. After
school, he worked for a nonprofit organiza-
tion in New York.

At the Biden campaign event on Friday,
a Republican staging a one-man counter-
rally called Perriello “a liberal carpetbag-
ger.”

“He left here to go to New York to become
a lawyer,” said Elmer Woodard, himself a
lawyer in Danville. “If he was so concerned
about us, why did he leave here in the first
place?”

Goode said Perriello’s law school and
New York connections are what gave him
the ability to raise a staggering $1.5 mil-
lion as of Oct. 15. Goode has raised $1.49
million this cycle. In 2006, Weed raised
less than $600,000 when he challenged
Goode.

“The New York money and the California
money has allowed him to attract more
DCCC money,” Goode said on Monday.

According to campaign finance informa-
tion complied by CQ MoneyLine, Perriello
has brought in just under $200,000 from
New York and just over $100,000 from
donors in California. 

“You have to be fearful of someone like
him who is New York slick,” Goode said.

Goode noted that Perriello has made

much of his promise this cycle not to take
donations from corporate political action
committees but “corporate PACs give mon-
ey to [Rep.] Charlie Rangel [D-N.Y.] and
Charlie Rangel gives to him.”

Goode argues that Perriello is playing
loose with the truth when he blames Goode
for the region’s job losses.

“We’ve lost manufacturing jobs because
of free-trade agreements,” Goode said. He
said that what workers in Southside Virginia
really needed in recent years was more
Members of Congress voting against free-
trade agreements.

But Perriello told the crowd at Friday’s
rally that it’s Goode who likes to twist the
truth, especially when he’s scared of losing.
He cited a recent television commercial with
a picture of the Democrat that Perriello says
was darkened and altered in order to make
him appear more sinister. 

“From one side we have a politics of fear.
A politics of trying to survive by convincing
people just how scary the alternative is in-
stead of offering a plan for change,” Perriel-
lo told the crowd. “We’ve seen it from my
opponent, Congressman Goode. ... I tell you
this: The 10,000 jobs we’ve lost during Con-
gressman Goode’s time is a lot scarier than
that picture.”
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Douglas Graham/Roll Call

Democrat Tom Perriello (above)
is trying to unseat Rep. Virgil

Goode and is hoping that Sen.
Barack Obama’s presidential

coattails will help. Goode (right)
is working to paint Perriello as a

liberal lawyer who is more closely
associated with New York than
with the district’s conservative

values.

Philip Andrews/Roll Call

Democrats Spending to Help Boost Perriello

‘You have to be fearful of
someone like [Democrat
Tom Perriello] who is New
York slick.’

Rep. Virgil Goode
Virginia Republican



all, she was heavily targeted in 2006 and nar-
rowly won despite the national Democratic
wave, defeating a local elected official from
a well-known political family. 

This year, she faces Democrat Glenn Nye,
a 34-year-old former foreign service officer
who has never run for office before and be-
gan the race as a complete unknown. 

With Republican strategists increasingly
anxious about the downballot effect of the pres-
idential race and Democratic turnout efforts led
by Sen. Barack Obama’s (Ill.) White House 
campaign, whether incumbents like Drake can
hang on will determine the size of the Democ-
ratic majority in the 111th Congress. 

If she’s worried, Drake doesn’t show it. 
She said she feels good about the race

and that she’s holding her own on TV de-
spite the onslaught of money from nation-
al Democrats to her opponent. 

Drake has one big reason to be confident:
The Navy’s Atlantic fleet is based here, and
the population of active-duty and retired mil-
itary personnel is around 300,000  — one of
the largest concentrations anywhere. 

“John McCain will win this district,” she
said confidently in between mingling with
donors at a small fundraiser Thursday
evening at the Norfolk Yacht & Country
Club. As for whether the Arizona Senator
will win the Old Dominion — where polls
have consistently shown him trailing — she
said she can’t comment because she’s fo-
cused on her own territory. 

But as the 50 or so attendees sipped cock-
tails and watched as the sun set on the
Lafayette River, there was a palpable unease
among the party faithful about the presiden-
tial race and McCain’s campaign in general. 

Ed O’Neil, a retired Navy aviator who
served in McCain’s sister squadron in Viet-
nam, admitted he’s better off when he’s not
thinking about the elections and the current
state of the race. 

He and his wife, Susan — she was sip-
ping white wine and he was drinking a Bud-
weiser — said they were floored by the num-
ber of Obama yard signs they had seen while
driving to the event through their old neigh-
borhood in Norfolk, an area largely populat-
ed by affluent liberals.

They hosted a meet-and-greet for Drake
over the weekend at their Virginia Beach re-
tirement community, and they believe she
will be fine on Election Day.

“I don’t think there’s going to be any prob-
lem there,” Susan O’Neil said. “But she al-
ways runs like she’s behind, which is the
only way to run.”

Champion Door-Knockers
Drake’s campaign touts itsgrass-roots out-

reach as a key component in her ability to sur-
vive. Since April, the campaign has knocked
on close to 75,000 doors and has had the most
voter contact of any Congressional district in
the country, according totracking the McCain
campaign began in June. 

But based on anecdotal evidence Nye has
seen on the campaign trail, he argues the vot-
ers of the district are ready for a change and
that his ability to tap into Drake’s support in
the military community will be key. 

He knows McCain will do well in the area,
and he touts his civilian service in
Afghanistan, Kosovo and Iraq as a way of
reaching out to that population.

“Veterans identify very readily with my
candidacy because they know I understand the
challenges they face in the field and they know

that when I talk about supporting veterans that
it’s a very personal thing for me, having
worked with soldiers out in the field,” Nye said.

He thinks few people will vote for Oba-
ma and then Drake but that, conversely, some
who vote Republican at the presidential lev-
el will be more willing to pull the lever for
Democrats downballot.

“I believe you will see a significant num-
ber of people that will vote for McCain and
also vote for Mark Warner and vote for me.
And that will make the difference in the
race,” Nye said. 

Nye often invokes Warner, the popular
former governor and Democratic Senate
nominee who is expected to win easily, as
an example of the solutions-based govern-
ing model he would follow if elected. Nye
will begin airing radio ads featuring Warner
this week.  

But for all of Nye’s talk about his back-
ground and outreach to the military commu-
nity, the outcome of the race will likely have
very little to do with him.

Retiring Rep. Tom Davis (Va.), a former
chairman of the National Republican Con-
gressional Committee, knows Drake is “run-
ning against the trend, not this guy.” 

Davis said he believes McCain will like-
ly lose the district, but Drake can still weath-
er the “Obama undertow” that he said Re-
publican candidates face in urban districts
that have a considerable black population. 

“She can run ahead of the ticket,” he said.
“I think she has her own base.”

Paying Attention or 
Skipping Downballot?

Drake’s district is 21 percent black. Vir-
ginia Beach accounts for the majority of the
district, and it is the battleground that will
decide the Congressional election. 

Virginia Beach has long been a Republi-
can bastion (televangelist Pat Robertson’s
Christian Broadcasting Network and 
Regent University are based here)‚ but Gov.
Tim Kaine (D) won the district in 2005 by
3 points. In 2006, then-Sen. George Allen
(R-Va.) won the 2nd by the same margin
over now-Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.) as Drake
was re-elected.

Aside from higher black turnout, the over-
all increased turnout in presidential years
means there are less sophisticated voters
showing up to the polls — especially when
it comes to knowledge of other contests —
which leads to an increase in straight-ticket
votes. 

Take for example Kyla Hurt, a gregarious
29-year-old originally from Jacksonville, Ill.,
who moved to Virginia Beach about five
years ago. 

A self-described artist, Hurt waits tables
at the Cheesecake Factory in Virginia Beach
as part of the 70 hours a week she works at
several jobs to make ends meet. 

A few years ago she was in a serious car
accident. She didn’t have health insurance,
and she’s still paying off hospital bills. 

Hurt said she is undecided in the presiden-
tial race, but if the election were held now
she would vote for Obama. She likes his
calm and cool demeanor, which to her makes
him seem more trustworthy. 

“I just think we need change,” she said.
Still, she empathizes with McCain because

of his military background and prisoner of war
status. In Virginia Beach she has a lot of friends
tied to the military, including her roommate,
whose husband is deployed overseas. 

Hurt is not typically political. She didn’t
vote in the presidential primaries earlier this
year. But she said there’s no question she will
vote next week.

When asked about the 2nd district race she
said she doesn’t know anything about Drake,
and it isn’t clear what she will do on that por-
tion of the ballot.

“I know what she looks like,” she said.
The problem for Republicans like Drake

is that new voters, or voters who don’t show
up to the polls consistently, will either vote a
straight ticket or not vote in downballot races. 

Two years ago, Drake survived a tough
contest with Virginia Beach Commission-
er of Revenue Phil Kellam (D). She won
51 percent to 48 percent. 

Current internal polling shows Drake
ahead but under the 50 percent mark, and
Nye is within the margin of error. At this
point two years ago, public polling showed
Drake in a similar position, ahead but with
less than 50 percent.

But the presidential race and the econom-
ic crisis are just two of the major differences
from the previous cycle. 

Veterans issues have been front and cen-
ter in the campaign lately, with the candi-
dates sparring over Drake’s votes on the new
GI bill. 

After initially voting against the legisla-
tion, she later voted for another version.
Nye’s campaign has focused on the first vote
as a way of trying to tarnish Drake’s image
with veterans. Now the Congresswoman is
attacking Nye and accusing his campaign of
lying about her record. 

On Friday, the district’s largest newspa-
per, the Virginian-Pilot, endorsed Nye over
Drake, despite backing her in 2006. 

“Two years ago, Drake earned our en-
dorsement based on her knowledge and our
hope that she would be more independent,”
the editorial stated. “Two years later, she has
made few steps toward the center. ... In this
election, quite simply, Nye’s potential is a

better bet than Drake’s performance.” 
The editorial dovetails with much of

Nye’s campaign message, which focuses on
painting Drake as a partisan drone.

“People are just tired of that kind of poli-
tics,” Nye said. “The kind of politics that Karl
Rove represents are the same politics that
Thelma Drake represents, and that’s a divi-
sive kind of party politics which people are
really tired of.”

On a Navy Wing and a Prayer
At a wine and cheese reception in Chesa-

peake honoring local realtors Thursday af-
ternoon, mortgage broker Mark Davis ac-
knowledges that Drake’s survival depends
on the economy and how much the “throw
out the incumbents [mentality] is going to
take hold.” 

“I have every expectation that she’ll
win,” he said, adding that Drake is very
well-respected in the area. 

A former realtor, Drake served nine years
in the Virginia House of Delegates, repre-
senting a district that should have been dif-
ficult for a Republican to hold. 

Dave Morgan, who is retired from the 
Navy, said he will “probably” vote for Drake
but his wife will not. 

At the presidential level he said he’s prob-
ably going to vote for Obama, explaining
that his decision had a lot to do with the
choice of Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin as the
GOP vice presidential nominee. 

It’s a change for Morgan, who is retired
from the Navy and almost always has voted
Republican. 

“But this time, no,” he said. “McCain’s an
old man.” 

It’s statements like that that have loyal Re-
publicans worried.

Hank and Stevie Giffin live just a few
doors down from Drake in Norfolk and
turned out to support her at last week’s
fundraiser. 

Hank Giffin, a retired three-star Navy vice
admiral, doesn’t sound overly convincing
when asked if McCain’s going to win Vir-
ginia. 

“We hope so. We gotta hope. We need it,”
he said. 

After being prompted by a campaign aide,
he makes a more forceful statement. 

“I gotta believe it’s going to be McCain,”
he said. “Joe the Plumber’s going to come
through for us.”  

Even if the celebrated plumber of the cam-
paign trail doesn’t, maybe someone else
will.

As the attendees file out of the fundrais-
er, one supporter tells Drake she’s praying
for her.

“That is the most important part,” Drake
said.
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Drake Exudes Calm in
The Electoral Storm
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Republican Rep. Thelma Drake is in the midst of another tough race, this time
against former foreign service officer Glenn Nye.



James, a spokeswoman for the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee. 

Recent polls have shownSen. Barack Oba-
ma (D-Ill.) blowing out Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.) in the state at the top of the ticket,
buoying Democratic hopes for coattails, al-
though Republicans point to Democratic
scandals, especially a financial scandal sur-
rounding House Ways and Means Chairman

Charlie Rangel (N.Y.), for comfort.
“Political fortunes can turn around

quickly,” said Brendan Buck, spokesman
for the National Republican Congression-
al Committee. “With the dean of their del-
egation under formal investigation and
their governor stepping down in disgrace,
Democrats shouldn’t be so quick to assume
they have won the trust of New York vot-
ers.” 

Campaign operatives in both parties,
however, acknowledge that two Republi-
can seats likely to flip are the central New
York 25th district seat held by retiring Rep.
Jim Walsh and the Staten Island seat being

vacated by Rep. Vito Fossella after his
drunken-driving/love child scandal.

Republicans have written off the Fossel-
la seat entirely after a messy primary, with
New York City Councilman Mike McMa-
hon (D) expected to topple former state As-
semblyman Bob Straniere (R) and elimi-
nate the last Republican seat in New York
City.

The GOP also acknowledges an uphill
battle in the Syracuse-based 25th, where
former Congressional aide Dan Maffei (D)
has vastly outraised former Onondaga
County Legislature Chairman Dale Sweet-
land. Maffei, who worked for then-Sens.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) and Bill
Bradley (D-N.J.) and the House Ways and
Means Committee, narrowly lost to Walsh
in 2006.

Democrats are also waging battles in two
more upstate districts that have been reliably
Republican in the past. Polls have shown
Rep. Randy Kuhl facing a tough battle to
keep his Southern Tier/Rochester-area seat
against retired Navy officer Eric Massa (D)
in a rematch of 2006, when Massa came
within 2 points of victory in the conservative-
leaning 29th district.

“This is probably our best chance,” said a
GOP operative, noting that the NRCC has
been pumping some of its limited resources
into the district to defend Kuhl. “They’ve
gone in there and they are hitting Massa pret-
ty hard.”

And in the western New York 26th district,
where Reynolds is retiring, self-funded busi-
nessman Chris Lee (R) and lawyer Alice

Kryzan (D) are facing off, after Kryzan won
a surprising primary victory against better-
funded opponents. 

Democratic heavyweights, including
Sens. Hillary Rodham Clinton (N.Y.) and
Charles Schumer (N.Y.) and House Major-
ity Leader Steny Hoyer (Md.), are planning
swings through upstateNew York this week,
and the DCCC has poured cash into the up-
state races as well, including $1.5 million
into Kryzan’s race alone.

That seat remains the hardest to handicap
because both candidates are new and so
much cash is flowing in at the end. 

Another wrinkle is that one of Kryzan’s
primary opponents, Jon Powers, will appear
on the ballot under the Working Families Par-
ty line despite having moved out of state,
Reynolds noted. Powers has endorsed
Kryzan and is campaigning with her, but
nonetheless his place on the ballot could still

siphon off a few precious votes.
Republicans, meanwhile, have had high

hopes for one challenger, Sandy Treadwell,
the former New York secretary of state and
state GOP chairman who is pouring his own
money into his race to defeat freshman Rep.
Kirsten Gillibrand (D). But Gillibrand has
been one of the most prodigious fundraisers
of any incumbent this year and is favored to
hold on.

Republicans in general acknowledge a
difficult environment with an unpopular
president, and they can only look to the pos-
sibility of a backlash year in 2010 —assum-
ing that Obama wins the presidency. 

“Things are looking up two years from
now with people who are traditionally lim-
ited government folks, who aren’t going to
like what they will probably get from a De-
mocratic president,” the GOP operative
said.
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Democrats May Hold
27 Seats to GOP’s Two

‘When I came to Congress
there were 13 Republicans
[in the New York
delegation]. There are now
six.’

Rep. Tom Reynolds

File Photos

Rep. Randy Kuhl (left) is in electoral peril this year, while the seat of departing
Rep. Vito Fossella is almost certain to be lost for the Republicans.
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Stevens accepted tens of thousands of dol-
lars worth of gifts from his friends, particu-
larly major renovations of his home conduct-
ed by employees of the now-defunct oil serv-
ices firm VECO and its Chief Executive Of-
ficer Bill Allen.

The jury began deliberations Wednesday
but took Friday off after one member of the
panel left for California when her father died
unexpectedly. On Monday, Sullivan impan-
eled an alternate juror and told the group that
they would have to start their deliberations
over, but he left it up to them to determine
what that meant.

The error in the indictment was just one
in a series of mistakes that the prosecution
made, all potentially avenues for Stevens’
defense team to argue for an appeal of the
Senator’s conviction.

Stevens’ campaign issued a press release
Monday night saying Stevens vowed to fight
the verdict, which was based on “repeated
instances of prosecutorial misconduct.”

During the trial, prosecutors were forced
to admit that they had failed to hand over to
Stevens’ lawyers an FBI summary of an in-
terview in which Allen suggested that if he
had sent bills to Stevens for the renovations
of his home, Stevens would have paid them.

Judge Sullivan said he was particularly
concerned that the government had previ-
ously provided the defense with a version of
the same document with the exculpatory
words blacked out. “How does the court
have any confidence that the Public Integri-
ty Section has any integrity?” he asked

Morris replied that the redaction had been
a mistake, and she admitted that it was poor
judgment on the part of someone at the Jus-
tice Department.

Morris also told the judge that her team
had reported themselves to the Justice De-
partment’s Office of Professional Responsi-
bility for investigation of a possible viola-

tion of their evidentiary obligations.
The judge also ruled that the government

had presented to the jury evidence that it
knew to be false regarding the amount of
time VECO employees spent working at
Stevens’ home. Sullivan ordered that evi-
dence stricken from the record.

In addition, the indictment originally al-
leged that in 1999, Allen gave the Senator a
new $44,000 Land Rover for Stevens’1964
Mustang convertible and $5,000, despite the
fact that the Land Rover was “worth far
more” than the Mustang.

But in cross-examining Allen, the prose-
cution presented the check that Allen had
used to buy the car, a document that the de-
fense had never seen.

Judge Sulli-
van struck from
the case all evi-
dence relating
to the car trans-
action.

It remains to
be seen whether
the Senate
Ethics Com-
mittee will initi-
ate a prelimi-
nary investiga-
tion of Stevens.

Under Senate
ethics rules, ev-
idence of crimi-
nal activity — in
the media or in a
complaint to the

panel — may prompt the panel to execute a
“preliminary inquiry” to determine whether
a violation of the chamber’s rules has oc-
curred. 

But Stevens faces a tough re-election fight
against Anchorage Mayor Mark Begich (D),
and if he loses his seat, it is unlikely the Sen-
ate would begin an inquiry with less than two
months remaining in the 110th Congress.

Should Stevens return for the scheduled
lame-duck session, however, he will not be
prohibited from voting.

Unlike in the House, where rules bar
Members convicted of a felony offense from
voting, there is no similar rule in the Senate.

Jennifer Yachnin contributed to this re-
port.

Feb. 25, when Judge Emmet Sullivan will
hear any outstanding motions and set a sen-
tencing date.

The Republican’s trial ended Monday, af-
ter six weeks in court that included scores of
photos of his Girdwood, Alaska, home; au-
diotape conversations; letters to and from the
Senator and testimony from a cast of Alas-
ka workers, Stevens’friends and family, and
the lawmaker himself.

As the 12-member jury’s foreman read the
verdict Monday — a unanimous guilty ver-
dict that could carry a sentence of up to five
years on each count — Stevens’ head hung
down.

Afterward in the courthouse hallway,
Stevens was surrounded by his defense
team, as lead attorney Brendan Sullivan kept
one hand on Stevens’ shoulder.

Neither Stevens nor his attorneys an-
swered questions about a possible appeal,
whether he will resign his Senate seat or the
future of his re-election campaign.

“I’m going home from here,” Stevens said
as he exited an elevator on his way to a van
parked at the courthouse curb.

Inside the van, Stevens slouched on the
far side of the vehicle’s first bench, while a
camera lens outside pressed up against the
tinted glass over his left shoulder.

In the meantime, as lead federal prosecu-
tor Brenda Morris walked across the court-
house’s fourth floor after the verdict, a half-
dozen of her colleagues reached out to shake
her hand and pat her on the back.

Morris and a Justice Department spokes-
woman did not comment on the case before
entering a courthouse office.

As the door closed, however, the diminu-
tive prosecutor could be seen celebrating as
she stood on tiptoe to accept bear hugs from
her colleagues.

“This has been a long and hard-fought tri-
al,” Matthew Friedrich, acting Assistant At-
torney General of the Justice Department’s
criminal division, said at a press conference
after the verdict.

Despite the apparent celebration in the
wake of the verdict, the prosecution suffered
many setbacks throughout the trial, and by
Monday afternoon the case had appeared to
be in jeopardy.

In a note to the judge, the jury pointed out
that there was an error in the indictment.

The indictment says that on his 2001 fi-
nancial disclosure form, the Senator made a
false statement when he checked the “no”
box next to the question, “Did you, your
spouse or dependent child receive any re-
portable gift in the reporting period?”

But Stevens did not check “no”; he
checked “yes.”

The indictment goes on to say Stevens did
not file the attachment on which gifts are re-
ported, but he did. His disclosure form for
that year includes a gift roster with one en-
try, disclosing a commemorative Special
Olympics coin worth $1,100 in honor of
Stevens’service as honorary chairman of the
2000 Olympic Games.

A little before noon, the jury sent a ques-
tion to Judge Sullivan noting that Stevens’
2001 disclosure form has the gift question
“checked as yes. On the indictment it says
he checked no. These items do not corre-
spond. What do we do?”

Prosecutor Nicholas Marsh suggested
that the erroneous language in the indictment
was simply “a typo,” which did not affect the
underlying premise of the charges — that
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Prosecution Overcame
A Series of Mistakes

tion. Alaska political insiders earlier specu-
lated that even if he was found guilty on a
couple of charges, he could still win re-
election and appeal the verdict. 

Now that Stevens has been convicted on
all seven counts, the same insiders say there
is almost no way the Senate’s longest-
serving Republican can win next Tuesday.

In a statement from his campaign, Stevens
said he was disappointed with the verdict but
proclaimed his innocence and asked for sup-
port from Alaska voters and his Senate col-
leagues. 

“I am innocent,” Stevens said. “This ver-
dict is the result of the unconscionable man-
ner in which the Justice Department lawyers
conducted this trial. I ask that Alaskans and
my Senate colleagues stand with me as I pur-
sue my rights. I remain a candidate for the
United States Senate. I will come home on
Wednesday and ask for your vote.”

Anchorage-based pollster Ivan Moore,
whose survey had Stevens trailing Begich
by 1 point last week, gave the Senator no
chance of winning re-election. 

“If I had to guess, I would say he’s going
to come out huffing and puffing and saying
he’s going to appeal, he’s going to fight this
and say the jury was wrong ... and try to ral-
ly as much as he can his base behind him,”
Moore said.

Begich reacted to Stevens’ conviction
with a statement that made no mention of
the trial. 

“This past year has been a difficult time
for Alaskans, but our people are strong and
resilient and I believe that we will be able
to move forward together to address the
critical challenges that face Alaska,” he
said.

Alaska Democratic Party Chairwoman
Patti Higgins was not so coy, instead calling
on Stevens to resign immediately.

If Stevens won re-election and then re-
signed, the seat would be filled by an ap-
pointment from Gov. Sarah Palin (R).

In a statement, National Republican Sen-
atorial Committee Chairman John Ensign
(Nev.) called Monday “a sad day” for the
Senate. Ensign had publicly expressed a
cautious optimism for Stevens last week,
saying Stevens’re-election depended on his
winning the case and even promised re-
sources for his campaign if he were acquit-
ted. 

“Ted Stevens served his constituents for
over 40 years, and I am disappointed to see
his career end in disgrace,” Ensign said.
“Sen. Stevens had his day in court, and the
jury found he violated the public’s trust —
as a result he is properly being held account-
able. This is a reminder that no one is above
the law.”

The Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee declined to comment on the mat-
ter. In an e-mail last week, DSCC
spokesman Matthew Miller urged Senate
Democratic campaigns to capitalize on the
situation by tying a guilty verdict to their Re-
publican opponents. Miller urged candi-
dates to highlight a possible presidential par-
don.

“This is a chance to not just go after your
opponent, but bring Bush into the equation
as well,” Miller wrote on Thursday.

In Kentucky, the Stevens conviction
quickly played into a close race there with
Democrat Bruce Lunsford, who is running
against Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R). Lunsford was quick to connect the two
veteran Republicans. 

In a statement, Lunsford campaign
spokesman Cary Stemle quoted a 
McConnell floor statement from 2007 in
which the Senator said, “We’d hardly know
what to do without” Stevens. 

“McConnell said nothing about Ted
Stevens’ indictment and refused to return
$13,500 in contributions he received from
Stevens,” Stemle said. “The conviction of
Stevens is yet another example of the cul-
ture of corruption in Washington that Mitch
McConnell proudly protects. This time, it is
McConnell’s mentor who is caught red-
handed.” 

ALASKA, from page 1

Observers Say Stevens’ Career Is Over 

Prosecutor
Brenda Mor-
ris looks on as
acting Assis-
tant Attorney
General
Matthew
Friedrich
reads a state-
ment on the
guilty verdict
in the Stevens
case.  



who’s been dead for more than a century?
Meghan McCain made fashion waves

last week with an unusual necklace, a
cameo of Abe Lincoln suspended on
swags of pearls. Meghan’s fashion state-
ment was certainly a nod to dear old dad’s
party affiliation — Lincoln, of course, is
one of the GOP’s Hall of Famers — as well
as an eye-catching accent.

A spokeswoman for Sen. John McCain’s
(R-Ariz.) campaign told HOH the necklace
is from jewelry designer Tarina Tarantino,
whose retro-inspired goods are favorites of
trendsetters like songstresses Katy Perry
and P!nk, the uber-stylish women of the
show “Gossip Girl” — and, it turns out, the
would-be First Daughter. L.A.-based de-
signer Tarantino’s Web site features
Meghan’s bauble as part of its “Liberty
Loves Company” line. And at $215, it’s a
relative bargain — at least compared with
some of the pricier duds the GOP ticket has
been snapping up of late.

Tarina Tarantino publicist Melissa
Rosenfield told HOH that Meghan McCain
has worn other pieces by the designer, in-
cluding hair bows and handbags.

And she said the Abe Lincoln-themed
pieces aren’t meant to be partisan. Lincoln
was simply a beloved president, she said,
never mind his political affiliation. If, say,
the young Obama girls — Sashaand Malia,
the daughters of Sen. Barack Obama (D-
Ill.) — wanted to wear Tarina Tarantina’s pa-
triotic items, “There would be so many items
we would love to see them in,” she said. “You
don’t have to pick sides to be fashionable.”

Bargain shoppers also can find something
similar at the online shop Naughty Secretary
Club, run by Texas-based designer Jennifer
Perkins. Her “Abe Was a Babe” necklace
sells for a mere $22. Perkins agrees that Abe
the icon transcends party affiliation. “Hon-
estly, a lot of young people probably don’t
know what party he was from. Republicans
and Democrats, everybody loves them some
Abe,” she said.  

Another Cafeteriagate?Astute HOH read-
ers likely remember the story of Doris Cher-
ry, the beloved cashier at the Longworth
House Office Building cafeteria who was
fired in July after being short just a few dol-
lars at her register. Cherry, of course, was re-
hired when hundreds of House staffers unit-
ed in a rare show of bipartisanship to threat-
en a cafeteria boycott.

Now, with another boycott already in the
works (this one over the steep rise in the cafe-
teria’s prices), it seems another longtime

Longworth cashier has been fired. Patricia
Dennis, best known as “Ms. Pat” among
cafeteria patrons, was terminated on Oct. 21
for violating the policies and procedures on
handling cash, according to Gina Zimmer,
a spokeswoman for Restaurant Associates,
the vendor that runs the cafeterias. 

Like Cherry, rumor has it that Dennis was
fired after being short just a few dollars at
her register, which Zimmer did not confirm.
But she did say that Dennis — a 10-year vet-
eran of the cafeteria — received “numerous”
warnings, counseling and additional train-
ing. And because of her longtime service,
Dennis was given two final warnings instead
of just one, Zimmer said.

“They really tried to do whatever they
could to get her up to speed,” Zimmer said.
“We value all of our employees.”

For her part, Dennis isn’t rolling over. She
contacted UNITE HERE Local 25, the
union that represents cafeteria employees,
and filed an official grievance against the
vendor on Oct. 22, according to John
Boardman, the chapter’s international vice
president and executive secretary-treasurer.

Lions and Tigers and Hannity, Oh My! The
same zany folks who brought you last Hal-
loween’s famous downloadable mask of the
face ofSen. Larry Craig(R-Idaho) are back
with a fresh batch of spooky political dis-
guises.

Art-school buddies and subversive com-
ic artists Ethan Persoffand Scott Marshall
have debuted an expanded lineup of scary
(well, at least to Democrats) masks. 

The ready-to-wear sketches include pres-
idential candidate Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.), wife Cindy McCain, vice presiden-
tial candidate and Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin,
McCain strategist Steve Schmidt, Republi-
can National Committee Chairman Mike
Duncan, Fox News hosts Sean Hannity
and Greta Van Susteren, former Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger, Sen. Joe Lieber-
man (ID-Conn.), first lady Laura Bushand
columnist Charles Krauthammer. The
bonus mask: Ashley Todd, the McCain
campaign worker who made a false police
report about being attacked by a supposed-
ly anti-McCain mugger.

Persoff told HOH that the masks seem to
be just as popular as last year’s Craig. 

The instructions are simple: Download
the images from www.ep.tc/intro-
archive049.html, punch holes for the eyes
and affix string to the back. For maximum
safety, HOH also recommends wearing
them only to parties where GOP-ribbing will
get you treats, not tricks.

Runner’s High. Who would win this foot
race: a Navy Lieutenant-turned-reality-
television star with a penchant for
triathlons or the mayor of a big city known
for its rampant bureaucracy?

Score a point for the bureaucrat.
OK, OK, so D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty

(D) isn’t your typical chubby, out-of-shape
politician, since Sunday marked the eighth
time he has run the Marine Corps Marathon.
But Fenty’s time of 3:37:20 (his personal
best) was especially impressive since he beat
out former “Bachelor” star Andy Baldwin,
who landed 3:47:18.

Since appearing on “The Bachelor” in
2007, Baldwin — now a 31-year-old Navy
doctor stationed at the Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery — has competed in a slew of
triathlons and other rigorous athletic events.
But he apparently couldn’t beat Fenty, 37, who

grew up running. Fenty’s parents own Fleet
Feet, Adams Morgan’s popular athletics store.

Despite Fenty’s athletic prowess, his of-
fice was nothing but politically correct about
the feat. “The mayor had been preparing for
and looking forward to this marathon for
some time,” spokeswoman MaFara Hob-
son told HOH. “He’s proud of his time and
was excited that so many participated.”

That leaves the smack-talking to be done
by HOH, who would note that Fenty has
nothing on Roll Call production/copy editor
Blake Whitney, 26, who finished the
marathon with a time of 3:03:09, his person-
al best.

Jessica Brady and Emily Yehle contributed
to this report.

Please send your hot tips, juicy gossip or
comments to hoh@rollcall.com.
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Meghan McCain, daughter of GOP presidential candidate Sen. John McCain,
sports her Abraham Lincoln necklace at a recent rally in Westerville, Ohio. 

Honest Abe Becomes
A Fashion Accessory

“The firm that we’re looking for is not nec-
essarily locally based, [but] the preference
was a national or international firm,” Davis
said, and later added: “It’s been very diffi-
cult.”

Rangel announced in mid-September that
he would hire a forensic auditor to review
his tax returns and personal financial disclo-
sures after news reports revealed that he
failed to properly report assets on tax forms,
and he estimated he could owe $10,000 in
back taxes and penalties.

Davis previously stated that the auditor

will file a report to the ethics committee with-
out giving Rangel or his attorney an oppor-
tunity to review the document, and that the
committee will be authorized to release the
report and Rangel’s tax returns to the pub-
lic.

Rangel is also under scrutiny by the House
Committee on Standards of Official Con-
duct, which voted in late September to es-
tablish an investigative subcommittee into a
multitude of alleged rules violations by the
senior lawmaker.

The panel’s investigation will examine
Rangel’s ownership of a Dominican Repub-

lic villa — the lawmaker has admitted he
failed to report rental income, the nexus of
his tax troubles — as well as his use of House
parking facilities for long-term vehicle stor-
age, fundraising efforts on behalf of a City
College of New York center bearing his
name, and the lawmaker’s use of multiple
rent-controlled apartments as his primary
residence.

The New York Democrat, who has de-
fended his behavior in each of the incidents,
had himself requested the ethics panel inves-
tigate each of the incidents.

Despite the fact that a little more than two

months remain in the year, Davis said he ex-
pects the audit could be completed before
the close of the 110th Congress.

“Our feeling is it is possible for this to be
done quickly because the focus of the foren-
sic account is not to do a wholesale audit but
to investigate the issues that are before the
ethics committee,” Davis said.

However, it remains unclear when the
ethics panel would resume consideration of
the matter if the report is not completed be-
fore that time. The committee would be re-
quired to initiate a new investigation at the
start of the next Congress.

RANGEL, from page 3

Attorney Hopes to Hire Forensic Auditor Soon  



H O U S E
T O D A Y
Floor Agenda
House not in session. For current information
on the House legislative program, please
check with the contacts listed below.
Republican Cloakroom, 202-225-2020, or
Democratic Cloakroom, 
202-225-1600; current floor activity:
clerk.house.gov/floorsummary/ floor.html. This
week’s floor schedule:
house.gov/floor/thisweek.htm

Small Business Committee
Full committee hearing on “Creating Oppor-
tunities for Small Businesses in an Economic
Recovery.”
10 a.m.; Room 2360, Rayburn House Office
Building; 202-226-3636; house.gov/smbiz

S E N A T E  
T O D A Y
Floor Agenda
Senate not in session. For current informa-
tion on the Senate’s legislative program,
please check with the contacts listed below.
Republican Cloakroom, 202-224-8601, or
Democratic Cloakroom, 
202-224-8541; senate.gov

G E N E R A L  
T O D A Y
AAAS Conference on the 
Role of Science in Diplomacy
The American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science conference on the role of
science in diplomacy and international coop-
eration.
1 p.m.; AAAS, 1200 New York Ave. NW; 202-
326-6440, media@aaas.org; aaas.org

Conference Call on Boehner’s
Plan for the Economy
House Minority Leader John Boehner (R-
Ohio) conference call to highlight the “Boehn-
er Plan for Economic Growth, Jobs, and
Rapid Recovery.”
2 p.m.; Don Seymour, 202-744-6751,
dseymour@freedomproject.org (Note: Call in at
800-311-9401; Passcode: 233277.)

Town Hall Meeting 
With Del. Norton
The Office of Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-
D.C.) town hall meeting on “The Bailout and
the Economy: What Happened, What’s Next,
What it Means to You, D.C., and the USA.”
6:30 p.m.; Room 2168, Rayburn House Office
Building; Sonsyrea Tate Montgomery, 
202-225-8050

Daybook Go to RollCall.com daily for the most up-to-date listings

The daybook is provided by Federal Information & News Dispatch Inc./Agence France-Presse. For content
questions, please call 202-544-4812; for additions or changes, fax 202-544-4825 or e-mail agenda@find-
inc.com.

form,” said Fred Wertheimer, head of
Democracy 21. “Campaign finance reform
is the 800-pound gorilla here.”

Watchdogs say Democratic presidential
nominee Sen. Barack Obama’s (Ill.) deci-
sion to forgo the public financing has
demonstrated the need for fast action to re-
work the presidential system.

“There is urgency there, given what’s hap-
pened in this election,” said Meredith 
McGehee of the Campaign Legal Center. “I
think the feeling is that this election is mak-
ing a good case for why the system has to
be fixed.”

Implemented in 1974 after the Watergate-
era scandals, public financing in presiden-
tial campaigns allows candidates that agree
to limit their campaign spending to qualify
for $85 million from the Treasury Depart-
ment. After smashing fundraising records,
Obama became the first presidential candi-
date to opt out of public financing. 

“It’s broken not because it’s inherently
flawed,” McGehee said. “It’s because the
system is more than 30 years old.”

How exactly reformers would like to
change the system is still under discussion,
Wertheimer said. 

Still, several advocates said the key would

be to raise the amount of money available to
candidates. 

In addition to dealing with the presiden-
tial public financing system, reform advo-
cates say they will push for lawmakers to im-
plement a similar measure at the Congres-
sional level, an idea that has had little trac-
tion in the past. 

“The whole way we finance campaigns is
really perpetuating a conflict of interest,”
said Sarah Dufendach, vice president for
legislative affairs at Common Cause. 

“We’re not going to get climate change or
global warming legislation, health care, ed-
ucation and energy reform as long as the
pharmaceuticals, oil companies and the en-
ergy industry are the ones paying for Con-
gresses’ ear,” she said.

Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-
Ill.) and Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) intro-
duced legislation this year that would cre-
ate public financing for Congressional can-
didates. It would require publicly funded
candidates to forsake raising private mon-
ey, other than a small amount of seed mon-
ey and qualifying contributions. In ex-
change, candidates would receive
$750,000 in general election funding and
$150,000 for each Congressional district in
their state, minus one. Publicly funded can-

didates would also receive one media
voucher worth $100,000 for every Con-
gressional district in their state. 

Incumbents, of course, benefit strongly
from the current system, and that might ex-
plain why legislative efforts to change it have
failed. The business community has also been
skeptical of public financing, arguing it is a
matter of clamping down on free speech.

The financial crisis might also work
against reformers as the public might already
feel the burden of paying for the Wall Street
bailout and might not want to add the cost
of underwriting candidates. 

Advocates say they are confident that a
McCain or Obama administration would
likely allow for movement on the issue.  One
of Sen. John McCain’s (R-Ariz.) signature
accomplishments is the McCain-Feingold
law that overhauled campaign financing.  

While Obama abstained from public fi-
nancing for his presidential campaign, he
has had a track record of backing public fi-
nancing.

There also have been advances at the state
level in Maine, Arizona and Connecticut to
use public financing of campaigns for local
officials. 
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Sarah Dufendach of Common Cause says great swaths of legislation are blocked
because of conflicts arising from the existing campaign financing system.

Obama Decision Puts
Spotlight on Funding

final online gambling regulations could be
sorely disappointed in the coming weeks. 

After months of inaction, there is a re-
newed effort going on to push the regula-
tions across the finish line. 

“Based on our conversations with the
folks over at Justice, we’re confident and
hopeful that the regs will be finalized by the
end of this year,” said Ryan Patmintra,
spokesman for Sen. Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.).

Online gambling institutions and banks
have opposed a 2006 law that would require
banks and credit card companies to block
payments by Americans to Internet gam-
bling companies based overseas.

“We need a clear definition of unlawful In-
ternet gambling,” Andy Barbour of the Fi-
nancial Services Roundtable said. “We
need a clearer mechanism [for determining]
who is an unlawful Internet gambler. These
regs don’t do either of those things well
enough to provide the clarity we would look
for,” he said, referring to the preliminary reg-
ulations. 

The Poker Players Alliance, a behemoth
among the online gambling industry lobby,
has long opposed the law. Unsuccessful in
its attempts at repeal, the group is weighing
what it will do when the final regs are pub-
lished. 

Executive Director John Pappas said the

Architect of the Capitol was ultimately re-
sponsible for hiring, spending and contracts,
among other things.

In the bill, the AOC makes the final deci-
sion with a recommendation from the CEO.

One Step at a Time. The Government Ac-
countability Office’s first-ever union has
overwhelmingly ratified an “interim agree-
ment” with the agency’s management.

Since GAO employees voted to form the
union more than a year ago, their efforts have
been focused on organizing the group and ob-
taining back pay for hundreds of workers de-
nied cost-of-living increases in 2006 and 2007.

Congress recently passed a law ensuring
their back pay. Now, with the interim agree-
ment ratified, union members are on their
way to accomplishing their organizing goals.

The agreement covers only the basics,

such as when employees have the right to be
represented by union officials and how
grievances are handled. About a third of the
union’s bargaining unit voted, and 89 per-
cent voted to ratify the agreement.

After it’s official, the union can begin to
form a permanent structure, electing offi-
cials and establishing a paying membership.
Already, the union has ratified a constitution
in the same vote as the interim agreement.

GAO acting Comptroller Gene Dodaro
has 30 days to sign it, which he is expected
to do. In a press release last month, Dodaro
said he was pleased with the agreement.

“We have worked hard to build and main-
tain union and management relations here at
GAO,” he said, “and I am very pleased we
were able to reach a good agreement and
reach it quickly.”

Please send tips to notebook@rollcall.com.
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Online Gambling Regulations Here by Year End? 

NOTEBOOK, from page 3

GAO Union Ratifies Deal
With Agency Management

group is taking a “wait and see approach”
on whether to initiate a lobbying push be-
fore the end of the year. “Those determina-
tions will be made after the rules become fi-
nal,” Pappas said. 

K Street Moves. Jonathan Renfrew
joined law firm Brown Rudnick as a direc-
tor in the government law strategies group.

Renfrew most recently served as chief of
staff to Rep. John Larson (D-Conn.). 

• Tom Sullivan joined Nelson Mullins’
government relations practice. Sullivan
joins the firm after seven years as chief coun-
sel for the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion.

Please send tips to kstreet@rollcall.com.
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