 

Work Experience
Communications Director, U.S. Representative Michael Honda, (2009-present)
· Communications and Media
· Propose, write and place all op-eds, speeches, comments, statements, articles, and letters to the editor for the Congressman.  
· Train and prep the Congressman for all public speaking engagements and assist with daily messaging tips and techniques.
· Pitch legislative updates and news stories to Washington, national and district press. 
· Maintain solid relationships with media: reporters, editors, and producers.
· Design media strategy, based on the Congressman’s assets and skills.
· Outreach and Networking
· Serve as a representative of Congressman Honda at the United Nations (UN Foundation, UN Global Compact, etc), State Department, Economist Intelligence Unit (Global Peace Index), and international financing institutions.
· Serve as Congressman Honda’s liaison to the Congressional Progressive Caucus, organizing and moderating forums and series, the latest of which was on Afghanistan-Pakistan, which resulted in a CPC memo to, and meeting with, President Obama.  
· Organize the Congressman’s national agenda – as vice-chair of the Democratic National Committee – on immigration, education and other topics. 
Communications Director, Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, GMU (2007-2008) 

· Teaching and Training
· Teach graduate communication courses on “Writing for the Media” and “Talking to the Media” equipping ICAR analysts with media skills for print, television and radio audiences.
· Assist in year-long career training and placement activities for ICAR students interested in governmental, international, policy and development-related jobs within Washington DC.
· Communications and Media
· Work with ICAR conflict analysts, at the faculty and student levels, to draft and publish policy papers, commentary articles, and journal articles.  
· Train, organize and pitch ICAR conflict analysts for television and radio news programs.
· Design, manage and edit content for monthly ICAR newsletter, web-content for “ICAR in the News” and “ICAR News Network” websites and the ICAR Working Paper Series.
· Engineer and host ICAR’s weekly radio show “Analyze This!”, an audio broadcast in talk-show format, featured online and via national and international radio stations.
Press Secretary, Citizens for Global Solutions (2006) 
· Managed Media Relations
· Developed and implemented media strategies to promote organization’s policy agenda and campaigns work.  Built strong relations with all the major foreign policy reporters.
· Coordinated press outreach, with successful placement in the New York Times, FOX News, Washington Post, Financial Times, Voice of America, Miami Herald, BBC News, Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, National Public Radio and others. 
· Served as External Liaison on Policy
· Facilitated regular meetings between the President of the United Nations General Assembly (both the 60th and the 61st Presidents) and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the House International Relations Committee.  Consulted Congress on diplomacy opportunities in the Middle East and North Africa, hosting briefings on Iraq, Iran and Somalia.
Director of Public Affairs, World Culture Open (2004-2005)
· Managed Media Relations
· Managed the PR/Media team and served as the point-person for all World Culture Open media, publicity, speech writing, and marketing strategy and implementation.  
· Developed Public Policy Programs

· Managed World Culture Open’s policy and program development, strategizing new ways to utilize arts and culture in diplomacy and development, writing proposals for all strategies.
· Developed cultural rehabilitation programs (for Acehnese ex-combatants and Tsunami survivors) in Aceh, Indonesia, in collaboration with the Aceh Cultural Institute, UNESCO and United Nations Development Program.  Obtained funding, consulted on program design, and provided training to community representatives in Aceh region.
· Organized and Facilitated International Forums for Intercultural and Inter-Religious Dialogue 
· 1) the World Culture Open Conference at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, 2004,  2) the Youth Seminar Conference in Seoul, Korea, co-sponsored by UNESCO in 2004, and 3) the panel on “A New Paradigm for Security” at the 58th Annual United Nations DPI-NGO Conference at United Nations Headquarters in New York City, 2005.
Director of Communications, Biodiversity Northwest (2001-2003)
· Coordinated Media Relations

· Wrote and edited press releases and public service announcements, provided talking points for reporters, and facilitated interviews for the organization.

· Designed and implemented publicity strategy for radio/television: selected celebrity spokespersons for commercials, wrote scripts for radio, and produced public service announcements.

· Drafted and edited content for Biodiversity Northwest’s publications; authored and proofed all text for outreach materials: brochure, newsletter, weekly alerts to list-serve, promotional banners, and website.

· Organized media campaigns: conceptualized and hosted two Dave Matthews’ concert, quarterly restoration work parties, monthly speakers’ forums, and regular public hearings on watershed-related topics.
Consultancy/Contract Work
European Centre for Conflict Prevention, The Hague, Netherlands (2008)
· Facilitated and strategized the development of a global media strategy for ECCP’s Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict, which is a global network of 2,000 nongovernmental organizations working to prevent violent conflict.
Institute for Diplomacy and Foreign Relations, Government of Malaysia (2008)
· Developed the conference programming and facilitated sessions for the 3rd International Conference on the Muslim World and the West: “Bridging the Gap: From Definition to Action”.
· Spearheaded the development of global mechanisms to assist in effectively “Preventing Emerging Muslim-West Crises” (conference theme), highlighting the Netherlands case study and the Dutch response while identifying best practices for implementation globally. 
Winrock International, Indonesia and USA (2007)
· Developed project proposals for Winrock International’s Indonesia programs on religious pluralism, legal reform and women’s rights issues.  Projects spanned four major regions: Aceh, Sulawesi, Papua, and Java.
· Established local, provincial and national NGO and communications network for Winrock to ensure effective implementation of aforementioned projects.  
World Bank/Aceh Cultural Institute, Indonesia (2006-2007)
· Trained Acehnese non-governmental organizations (working with Acehnese ex-combatants, war victims, and tsunami survivors throughout Aceh) in reintegration processes and post-conflict reconstruction procedures.  Capacity-building trainings included: designing appropriate deliberative processes for managing community conflict, developing alternative formats for local democratic movements to emerge, and articulating techniques for psycho-social healing.
UNESCO, France and South Korea (2004)
· Facilitated conflict analysis and resolution skills-building and peace education curricula development workshops for university educators in Korea, Bangladesh, Singapore, Philippines, India, and Sri Lanka.  Sponsored by UNESCO headquarters and hosted by UNESCO Korea.  

U.S. Department of State, Syria and USA (2004)

· Served as the Media Delegate in a State Department funded US-Syria Exchange to explore ways of improving bilateral relations using media as a vehicle for social change, diplomacy and dialogue. Developed peacebuilding strategies with Syria-based NGOs and civil society actors.

Mennonite Central Committee, Jordan (2004)
· Designed and facilitated conflict analysis and resolution skills-building workshops for non-governmental representatives and governmental ambassadors working in Amman, Jordan.

Interactive Resource Center, Pakistan (2004)   
· Trained communications experts throughout rural Pakistan in theatre-based conflict analysis and resolution techniques, i.e. creative and dialogical tools to address social injustice, engage marginalized communities in democratic decision-making, and analyze pervasive conflict.  

Teaching Experience
George Mason University, USA (2007-2008)

Adjunct Faculty

Graduate Courses:

CONF 795: Writing for the Media; Talking to the Media
Eastern Mennonite University, Center for Justice and Peacebuilding USA (2005, 2006)

Adjunct Faculty 

Graduate Course:

Theatre, Ritual and Peacebuilding

United World College Mahindra, India (2004) 
Courses: 


Conflict Analysis & Resolution Skills; Media Activism
Hampshire College, USA (2004)

Course: 


Communication Skills to Advocate for Social Justice
United World College Southeast Asia, Singapore (2002) 
Courses: 
Conflict Analysis & Resolution Skills; Media Activism; 
Strategic Peacebuilding

Education
     Ph.D.* Conflict Analysis and Resolution George Mason University
· *Currently enrolled as a doctoral candidate (ABD) in the Ph.D. program at GMU’s Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution.  Currently maintaining 4.0 GPA.

     M.A. Conflict Transformation & Peacebuilding Eastern Mennonite University 

· Research focused on creating strategies for arts-based approaches to peacebuilding.  Practicum in Pakistan led to development of published manual detailing theatre-based approaches to conflict resolution. Graduated with 4.0 GPA.
     B.F.A. Theatre Kent State University

· Research focused on international political theatre models with a special concentration in Augusto Boal’s Theatre of the Oppressed technique.

· Graduated with Honors: Summa Cum Laude.  Awarded the Town Hall Award for top graduating student.

     Graduate Certificate Maryknoll Institute of Language and Culture
· Language learned: Cebuano Dialect (Philippines)

Articles [Entire List of Articles Available at www.MichaelShank.net]
We Lead Developed World in Poverty and Inequality, Authored with U.S. Representative Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD), The Hill, November 18, 2008.

The Call for Change In the White House Is an Understatement, Authored with U.S. Representative Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD), Roll Call, October 28, 2008.  

A Whole, Different View, Authored with U.S. Representative Danny Davis (D-Ill.), The Hill, September 30, 2008.  

Congress Must Extend Tax Credits for Renewable and Efficient Sources, Authored with U.S. Representative Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD), The Hill, September 10, 2008. 

Drill Here, Drill Now? No: Sustainability Lies Elsewhere, Authored with U.S. Representative Jim Moran (D-VA), Richmond Times-Dispatch, August 30, 2008.
Global Peace Index Ranking Doesn't Flatter the U.S., Authored with U.S. Representative Gregory Meeks (D-NY), Richmond Times-Dispatch, August 10, 2008. 

This Earth Day is Different, Authored with U.S. Representative Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD), The Hill, April 22, 2008. 

U.N. Security Council Must Act Preemptively - on Climate Change, Authored with U.S. Representative Gregory Meeks (D-NY), Christian Science Monitor, March 24, 2008. 
Bali Confirmed the Shift: Nation Is On Board Now, Authored with U.S. Representative Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD), Richmond Times-Dispatch, February 22, 2008.  

Annapolis Holds Opportunity for Mideast Peace, Authored with U.S. Representative Gregory Meeks (D-NY), Richmond Times-Dispatch, November 25, 2007.  
Biofuels are Helpful but no Panacea for Relieving America's Dependence on Oil,” Authored with U.S. Reps. Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD) and Lynn Woolsey (D-CA), The Hill, September 27, 2007. 

Journals/Publications [Entire List of Journal Articles Available at www.MichaelShank.net]

US Policy in Iraq: A Plague on Both Houses, Journal of International Peace Operations, Volume 3, Number 6 (May-June 2008).
Afghanistan Ambassador to the United States Said Tayeb Jawad, Journal of International Peace Operations, Volume 3, Number 6, May-June 2008.
Strategic Arts-Based Peacebuilding, Peace and Change: A Journal of Peace Research, Volume 33, Issue 2, Page 217-242, April 2008.

Reducing Taliban Recruitment by Development, Journal of International Peace Operations, Volume 3, Number 1 (July-August 2007).  
Understanding Political Islam in Somalia, Contemporary Islam, Dynamics of Muslim Life, Journal No. 11562, March 2007.  

The Need for a Robust Security Strategy in Iraq, The Journal of International Peace Operations, Volume 2, Number 5, (March-April 2007).
Presentations
Global Peace Index: 3rd Annual Report
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Headquarters, June 5, 2009

Integrating CSR into Public Policy Initiatives
UN Global Compact: US Network Conference 2009
UN Foundation, May 13, 2009
The Private Sector’s Role in Building Stable, Business-Friendly Environments
Net Impact Conference 2008
Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, November 14, 2008.

Free Market or Carbon Tax: Mending the Climate Change Gap between Companies and Congress
Net Impact Conference 2007
Owen School of Management, Vanderbilt University, Tennessee, November 2, 2007.
Sustainability at Wal-Mart: How the World’s Largest Retailer Wants to Become the Greenest” Moderator, Net Impact Conference 2006
Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, Illinois, October 28, 2006.
Corporations and Environmental Challenges: A Discussion of Best Practices
Net Impact Conference 2006
Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, Illinois, October 28, 2006.
Creating New Tools: Using the Arts to Build Peace and Transform Conflict
58th Annual United Nations DPI-NGO Conference
United Nations Headquarters, New York, September 9, 2005.
Cultural Security
58th Annual United Nations DPI-NGO Conference
United Nations Headquarters, New York, September 7, 2005.
United World College and Beyond
United World College Conference
Harvard University, April 23, 2005.
Tools for Diplomacy and Dialogue: Arts and Culture
World Culture Open Conference at the United Nations
United Nations Headquarters, New York City. September 10, 2004.
Globalization and Cultural Heritage
UNESCO Conference on the 2004 Human Development Report
United Nations University, Tokyo, Japan, August 30, 2004.
Board/Member/Advisory Positions 
Advisory Board (2008 - Present)
National Peace Academy

Weatherhead School of Management, Business as an Agent of World Benefit

Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio

Associate Member (2007 – Present)
National Press Club 

Washington DC

Steering Committee Member (2004 – Present)

Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict

European Center for Conflict Prevention and Transformation, Netherlands

Judge (2005)

Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition

New York City


Councilmember (2002-2003)

Water Advisory Council, Seattle Public Utilities

City of Seattle, Washington

Judge (1999)

Governor’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in Pollution Prevention

Governor’s Office, State of Washington

MICHAEL SHANK 
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